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LORD OF SNOW AND SHADOWS 
A world both magical and human—Tom Holt 

 
PRISONER OF IRONSEA TOWER 

No run of the mill fantasy pot-boiler—SFX 
 

www.sarah-ash.com 
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THE TOWER OF THE KING’S DAUGHTER 
Compelling—Locus 

 

BRIDGE OF DREAMS 
Brenchley writes like a bloody-minded angel 

—Elizabeth Bear 
�

www.chazbrenchley.co.uk 
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THE THIEF’S GAMBLE 
A plot that drags you along at  

breakneck speed—Vector 
 

SOUTHERN FIRE 
The thinking reader’s fantasy writer 

—Charles Stross 
 

www.julietemckenna.com 
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TALISKER 
A joy to read—Interzone 

 

SWARMTHIEF’S DANCE 
Evocative and powerful—The Times 

 

www.deborahjmiller.com 
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ORCS: FIRST BLOOD 
Wall to wall action … gritty, fast paced—

David Gemmell 
 

QUICKSILVER RISING 
Alluring … well-conceived … a truly  

interesting series—Publishers Weekly 
 

www.stannicholls.com 

The Write Fantastic is an exciting  
initiative by professional authors 
aiming to introduce readers to the 

breadth and depth which exists  
today in SF and fantasy writing . 
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WORLD’S END 
Appealingly different—Locus 

 

JACK OF RAVENS 
Fairytale, magic, dark gothic horror  

and romance— The Times 
 

www.markchadbourn.net 
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THE CHILDREN OF THE SHAMAN 
A masterful first novel—David Gemmell 

 
THE GLASS MOUNTAIN  

Where magic belongs to everyday life 
– Locus 

 



Dandelion Wine - Ray Bradbury 
A haunting tale of a 12-year-old boy's most 
magical summer 
 
Things Unborn - Eugene Byrne 
A haunting and humorous novel in which the 
untimely dead are reborn in a future London 
 
Scar Night - Alan Campbell 
A thought-provoking tale of men and angels, 
set in Deepgate, a chained city balanced on 
the rim of a terrifying abyss 
 
Little, Big - John Crowley 
The story of a mysterious house and the  
fairies, mysteries and strange family that  
inhabit it 
 
King’s Dragon – Kate Elliott 
Epic fantasy where fabulous imagination and 
scope still focuses on the human dimension.  
 
The Dragon Waiting - John M Ford 
Mystery and intrigue set in 15th century 
Europe with a twist - paganism has triumphed 
and vampirism is spreading. 
 
Lynn Flewelling – The Bone Doll’s Twin 
Takes classic genre themes and tests the 
reader’s expectations every step of the way as 
a queen is hidden until her destiny calls.  
 
Legend - David Gemmell  
The ultimate heroic fantasy of an old warrior 
defending a fortress against a terrifying enemy 
 
Rats & Gargoyles - Mary Gentle 
Set in one of the great fantasy cities,  
this is rich, allusive, strange and gorgeous 
 

A Wizard of Earthsea - Ursula le Guin 
A young Mage's quest to defeat the shadow-
demon invoked by his arrogance 
 
Assassin’s Apprentice - Robin Hobb 
A series that sits at the heart of the genre, and is 
simply and uncomplicatedly good 
 
Mythago Wood - Robert Holdstock 
The fate of one family in a wood that transforms 
their dreams into living myth 
 
Bold as Love – Gwyneth Jones 
Rock and roll meets Arthurian myth meets poli-
tics, in this near-future dystopia. A mesmerising 
read 
 
The Tough Guide to Fantasyland -  

Diana Wynne Jones 
A wonderfully funny guide to all the fantasy  
clichés; terrifyingly accurate 
 
Tigana - Guy Gavriel Kay 
A people so cursed that even the name of their 
once-beautiful homeland cannot be spoken or 
remembered... 
 
Swordspoint - Ellen Kushner 
An elegant, dark comedy of manners, spiced 
with love, conspiracies and duelling 
 
Ill-met in Lankhmar—Fritz Leiber 
First published in the 1940s and so setting the 
pace for later swords and sorcery. Witty, vivid, 
earthy adventures with two indomitable heroes 
  
The Lies of Locke Lamora - Scott Lynch 
Follow the Gentlemen Bastards through a  
baroque extravaganza of thievery, deception and 
betrayal! 

The Riddlemaster Trilogy - Patricia McKillip 
Princes magically tied to their land, vanished 
wizards, deadly shapeshifters and an ambiguous 
harpist  
 
A Game of Thrones - George R R Martin 
Fantasy on a Shakespearian scale: wars and 
betrayals and wonders, majesty and terror.  
Unmissable 
 
Perdido Street Station – China Miéville 
Fantasy steam-punk. The surreal city of New 
Crobuzon contains magic and strange  
technology. A modern classic 
 
The Anubis Gates - Tim Powers 
Time-travelling high adventure of the finest kind 
 
Dragon Prince – Melanie Rawn 
The dramatic clash of magic and royal power 
setting friends, families and enemies at odds.  
 
Was - Geoff Ryman 
Completely unexpected, a masterful novel about 
Dorothy before she went to Oz, and about Judy 
Garland, and about Aids, and... 
 
Quicksilver - Neal Stephenson 
An outstanding novel of utterly credible counter-
factual history. Every page is a delight, and the 
whole defies description 
 
Beauty - Sherri S Tepper 
Strands from classic fairy tales woven into a 
startling and thought-provoking tapestry  
 
The Cats of Seroster - Robert Westall 
A young student from Cambridge seeks his des-
tiny in Provence where he is possessed by an 
Ancient Egyptian warrior �


