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been settled for six years and am currently 
studying for my A-levels.  Given the chance, 
many of us can be valued members of society – 
but to achieve this, we need to be able to settle, 
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Any schools interested in copies of the articles which 
prompted this reply, together with the unedited version of 
the letter sent - for use in Citizenship studies - please 
contact DCTES. 
Respect Festival 2004 
on Service once again took part in the Respect Festival held in 
ctober. 
es racial equality, cultural awareness and respect for ethnic 

ctivities and live music on stage. A wide variety of ethnic food was 
to sample. 
nd ran competitions for children during the day. It was a wonderful 
g Traveller culture and tradition to new people. The event this year 
which made this a very rewarding and successful event.



   
 
 
 
 
  

 2

 

Mobility and Educati

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 
The big thank you is for the many schools that 
welcomed new Traveller children last term. 
 The TES would particularly like to thank the 
schools that embraced the opportunity to take the 
Circus children from various venues around the 
consortium, the families do appreciate the effort 
that goes into including their children for such 
short stays. 
A huge “thank you” also goes to the Exeter and 
Plymouth schools who provided places for the 
large number Irish Travellers that were in and out 
of the area constantly from March until September. 
The schools that offered places to as 
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At any time of year there are highly mobile Travellers 
moving through the Consortium area. It is during the 
summer that the greatest movement of Travelling 
people happens in the South West. The Fairground and 
Circus runs are at their height and the numbers of 
mobile Romany and Irish Travellers greatly increases 
the numbers of Travelling children entitled to 
educational provision. This summer saw an increase in 
larger groups of Travellers, with sometimes over 30 
trailers arriving at a stopping place. The Travellers 
themselves will expect to be stopping for only a week 
or so, as they know that they will be evicted. Many of 
these trailers will belong to families with school age 
children. Increasingly the families would like their 
children to be in school as they put a great emphasis 
on the value of education. 
For the highly mobile Traveller who probably has 
little knowledge of the area, finding a school place can 
be a daunting experience. The DCTES once aware of 
encampments will as a priority make a visit. Often we 
can be the first official visitors on the site and will 
liaise with other agencies, particularly health. Finding 
school places can be difficult, especially if there are 
large numbers of pupils. But in Devon we are blessed 
with an increasing number of schools who readily 
understand the issues and will respond with alacrity to 
make short term provision for pupils.  
However, access to school provision can mean simply 
getting to school. If a family has one vehicle and that 
is used for the family business then alternative 
transport means must be found by the DCTES. In 
some cases it can be a transport problem that denys 
pupil’s access to those vital school sessions that 
schools readily offer. Where there is no available taxi 
service at short notice highly mobile pupils may not be 
able to access educational provision. Meaning these 
vulnerable pupils miss out.  
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d of the story. 
wever with some Traveller families this is a 
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 adults who may have had a negative experience 
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attending the new school necessitates a journey 
 taxi, sometimes parents refuse the place as they 
 not know the driver who is unknown to them. 
ere have been situations where only the older 
ild had a place in the nearest preferred school 
ilst the younger KS1 child would have to have 
ended the next nearest school. The parents 
willing to let the two girls travel together 
chaperoned were certainly not going to allow 
 younger sibling to travel on her own.  Happily 
ompromise was reached when a fuel allowance 
s offered to the mother if she was willing to 
nsport the girls herself as the distance they had 
travel made them eligible for this. This she did 
d the girls settled in well to their new school.  



 

Moving Swiftly On 
Imagine what it feels like for a Primary age child 
moving into an area and going to their new school at 
this stage of the academic year. 
Now think about doing this every week in a different 
town, going to a different school and having English 
as a second language. 
This is what children travelling with the circus may 
do throughout the Travelling Season. 
Three English and three Bulgarian children from 
Arnett and Paulo’s Circus have recently spent a 
week each at Tiverton, Honiton and Topsham. Many 
thanks go to the schools that made them so welcome 
and included them in all the activities that were 
taking place whilst the children were there.  
With prior knowledge of the events and close liaison 
between the schools and the DCTES, the children 
went on a visit to Knightshayes House, participated
in a sponsored sporting event, took part in a class 
photo shoot and took Optional Year 4 S.A.Ts papers. 
All that was just in their first school! In their 
following schools they had an Arts Week and a 
Sports Day to look forward to. 
The children are very adept at pursuing this pattern 
of education in the Travelling Season and 
confidently settle into the new school. The Optional 
S.A.Ts papers have been sent off to the child’s 
winter base school to help inform the child’s teacher 
of her progress made whilst she was travelling. 
One of the secondary age children took his K.S.3
S.A.Ts at a school near to where he was pitched 
during the week of tests in May. His papers will 
have been sent off to his winter base school to help 
inform them of his progress. 
The increasing length of the travelling season 
experienced by both Circuses and Showmen has 
meant that in some cases the young people have only 
2 months in their winter school before going out 
travelling for the new season. Often family holidays 
can only be taken in these 2 months, further 
shortening the time spent in school. For secondary 
age pupils travelling with both the circus and the 
fair, this presents a difficult task for the schools 
which have to make assessments, fill gaps in the 
student’s knowledge and provide distance learning 
materials for the coming season. 
A Year 9 pupil with the circus was not in school 
when the G.C.S.E options were made.  D.C.T.E.S in 
collaboration with his family, Lincolnshire T.E.S. 
and his base school, are supporting him in making 
his choices so that he could settle more quickly into 
his courses on his return in late November. It was a 
difficult call, but not impossible. 
 

 

Barnstaple Fair 2004 
Barnstaple Fair, one of the English traditional 
charter fairs - goes back centuries. For the DCTES it 
is important as it is probably the biggest fair in the 
Devon calendar, it has the most children and it takes 
place just after the start of the autumn term. 
Because of its size and significance it has always 
been well supported by the DCTES. Two mobile 
classrooms and the full compliment of staff give 
teaching support; liaise with parents and schools and 
other TESs. 
Barnstaple has its own unique atmosphere. 
Showmen’s families from north and east converge 
on Barnstaple. The conviviality of such meetings 
does not always bode well for finding pupils and 
students with education as a priority, or distance 
learning packs, often last seen at the end of the 
summer term somewhere under the wagon or at 
Granny’s…in Chipping Sodbury. 
We are well used to Barnstaple. Each year we look 
for ways of making it a significant event in the 
pupils’ minds.  
What does not change, as it has been so successful, 
is the Pre-School facility originated by Pat Keenan 
of the DCTES (now enjoying a well deserved 
retirement) and Barbara Young from the Pre-School 
Learning Alliance who has also moved on to 
pastures new. The Sure - Start teams from 
Ilfracombe and Bideford stepped in and made the 
three 2 hour sessions a great success. 
For pupils working with distance learning this year, 
the DCTES had one day of support teaching using 
the mobile classroom facility. The second full day’s 
teaching was based on input from education support 
agencies that the mobility of a Showmens’ family 
lifestyle often preclud the pupils from accessing.  
For the Key Stage 1 and 2 pupils there was a visit 
from the Life Education mobile classroom set up 
with information and activities to promote an 
understanding of health and the human body. 
Barnstaple Health Service readily sent school nurses 
and a health worker with some highly motivating 
activities and the opportunity for Showmen parents 
to discuss their children’s health. 
For the Key stage 3 and 4 pupils there were formal 
and drop - in sessions with Y-Smart, for drugs and 
alcohol awareness, Connexions and Child 
Employment, many also enjoyed the Health 
activities.  
This was quite a day! For the pupils, a valuable 
experience and access to a part of the curriculum 
that could never be included so successfully in 
distance learning packs. For the professionals there 
was the realisation of the vulnerability of mobile 
children and the obvious challenges of teaching 
outside the formal parameters of the school 
environment.  3
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 Conta
 Central Co-ordination 

Anne Walker 
DCC Southern Divisional Office 
Redworth House, Ashburton Road, Totnes, TQ9 
Tel: 01392 386811  Mobile: 07980 704522  
e-mail: awalker@devon.gov.uk 
Administrator - Vlod Kucyj 
(at Co-ordinating office) 
e-mail: vlod.kucyj@devon.gov.uk 

Area Enquiries 
 North and South Devon:  David Williams  07970 11
 East Devon:  Vicki Redford  07980 704345               
 Exeter and surrounding area:  Liz Gallagher 07974
 Ivybridge area:  Liz Wills 07870 656142                   
 Plymouth and Torbay: Noel Gallagher 07970 14641
 
Education Welfare Officer (Travellers) Rosie Godfre
Tel: 01392 386811     Mobile 07974 987446               
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Service Level Agreements 
Last year all schools found the recently introduced Service Level Agreements t
DCTES staff, enabled a closer understanding of Traveller lifestyles and culture 
document and subsequent training for staff. 
The input has worked positively to enable schools to continue developing an in
2 schools have used TESS resources in their planning and implemention acros
to include Traveller perspectives. One Community College has used our input a
induction for Year 7 pupils celebrating diversity.  
It is a year since the introduction of the revised Service Level Agreements. The
annual review to share examples of good practice for the celebration of diversit
your school has new staff or the DCTES  input had to be postponed last year. A
schools who welcomed Traveller pupils for the first time
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9976                 david.williams@devon.gov.uk 
                          vicki.redford@devon.gov.uk 
 973746             liz.gallagher@devon.gov.uk 
                          liz.wills@devon.gov.uk  
3                        noel.gallagher@devon.gov.uk

y c/o Co-ordinating office 
                        rosie.godfrey@devon.gov.uk 

Resource base 
3a Watts Road, St Judes, 
Plymouth  PL4 8SE 
Contact 
Redworth House for 
appointments to visit 
01392- 386811 
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 last year and do want to know more.  
Farewell to Pat Keenan 
at sense of loss that the DCTES team 
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