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The Clothes on their Backs by Linda Grant

In a red brick mansion block off the Marylebone Road,
Vivien, a sensitive, bookish girl grows up sealed off from
both past and present by her timid refugee parents.
Through Vivien we discover the colourful characters at
Benson Court, who play a part in the development of this at
first, timid and unworldly young woman. Then, one
morning, a glamorous older man appears, dressed in a
mohair suit, with a diamond watch on his wrist and a girl in
a leopard-skin hat on his arm. He is her Uncle Sandor but
why, is he so violently unwelcome in her parents’ home?

The Clothes on Their Backs is a story about concealed
pasts, dark subjects, dark places and stark choices and
how the clothes we wear define us all.



