ED/04/21/LSO
North Devon Highways and Traffic Orders Committee
30 March 2004
Devon Local Transport Plan (DTLP)
Branding of Main Routes in Northern Devon
Report of the Local Service Officer (Barnstaple)
Recommendation: It is recommended that the Committee endorses the route branding
signage proposed for the main roads in Northern Devon.
1. Summary
This report advises members on signing measures proposed for the A361 and A39 principal
road network. The proposed measures will assist in developing route branding and
promotion in Northern Devon.
2. Background
The A361/A39 routes connect J27 on the M5 with the A30 at Fraddon Cornwall, a distance
of 110 miles. This route is a primary County road serving Northern Devon. This route also
provides an alternative to the M5/A30 route which links the same start and end points in a
slightly shorter distance of 100 miles.
In March 2001 a concept report was produced by tourism consultant Jeremy Roberts that
explored the potential of a branded route to act as a catalyst for rural regeneration. This
report estimated that such branding and promotion would have a positive impact on visitors'
activity, local economy and employment.
In June 2002 the A361/A39 route was de-trunked and responsibility for the management of
this route was transferred to the two local highway authorities Devon County Council and
Cornwall County Council.
A sign has been erected at the southern end of the A39 in Cornwall promoting the A39 route
as the Atlantic Highway. No signing of this nature extends into Devon at present along this
route. However, precedent for route branding within the County of Devon exists along the
A38 between Plymouth and Exeter which is signed as the Devon Expressway.
3. Proposal
It is proposed to erect signing at the A39 Barnstaple, branding the A39 Barnstaple to
Fraddon as the "Atlantic Highway".
Similarly it is proposed to erect signing at the A361 Barnstaple and at Halberton Junction
adjacent to the M5 branding the route as the "North Devon Link Road".
Illustrations of the proposed signing are attached in Appendix I.
The cost of the proposed signing is £5,000 and this can be provided by Central Government
funding for the management of this part of the former trunk road network.

4. Sustainability Considerations
The proposal, linked with other promotions, has potential to support and further develop
tourism and economic prosperity of the region. However, it should also be noted that
increased tourism might also have a negative sustainable impact in terms of increased traffic
generation.
5.

Reasons for Reaching the Recommendation

To promote tourism and economic prosperity in the locality.
6.

Alternative Options Considered

The option of branding the A361 as the ‘Coast and Countryside Link‘ was considered as an
alternative to North Devon Link Road but it was felt that North Devon Link Road, as the
established locally accepted name of this road, is more appropriate.
Joe Deasy
Local Government Act 1972
List of Background Papers
Contact for enquiries:

Joe Deasy

Tel No: (01271) 388582

Background Paper

Date

North Devon Economic Task Team
Market Strategy 8361/839

March 2001

jd160304ndb
sn/dltp branding of main routes
4 hq 230304

File Ref.

