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Newspapers are prone to rapid yellowing and embrittlement which then tear easily and begin to crumble.  
Newsprint is also susceptible to damp/wet conditions hence it’s usefulness for papier maché!  Unless a 
newspaper is unique it is seldom worth the effort of full paper conservation.  What can be done is to house 
them in alkaline (acid-free) buffered folders, out of light and extremes of heat and cold.  Encapsulation has 
been tried, but produces an accelerated micro-climate which only speeds up the decay process.  Minor repairs 
with conservation tape, available from suppliers, (not sellotape), to halt the progress of a tear are acceptable 
for newspapers only.  �
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