TRANSPORT ASSISTANCE TO Devon
FAITH SCHOOLS 2008/2009 County Counil |

There are special arrangements for transport to Faith Schools e.g.Roman Catholic. Please read the information below
and, if you think your child may be eligible for assisted school transport to a Faith School, please complete and return
this form by 1 June 2008. A transport application form must be completed for each child for whom transport is
required. There is a charge for transport to faith schools which is reassessed every year. In 2007/2008 this
charge was £270.

Whose responsibility is it to get a child to school?

All parents are encouraged to consider the practicalities of sending their child to a school which is not within walking
distance, unless it is the designated or nearest school, because it is a parent’s responsibility to get their child to
school throughout the whole time the child is there.

How do I check if my child is eligible for assisted school transport?
Transport may be provided to your nearest school on grounds of religion or belief subject to the following criteria:

e You must live in Devon and within the designated transport area of the school. Or, if there is no designated
transport area, the journey by public transport is less than 45 minutes to a primary school, or 75 minutes to a
secondary school.

The school can confirm your faith.

If your child attends a primary school your home address is more than two miles from the school.

If your child attends a secondary school your home address is more than three miles from the school.*
Transport can only be provided from one address. This should be your child’s permanent address.

e Please note transport is NOT provided for work experience and induction days.

*Due to a recent change in the law, children starting Year 7 in September 2008, who are from low income families (in
receipt of free school meals, or the maximum level of Working Tax Credit) are entitled to free transport to the nearest
school you prefer because of your religion or belief. Your child will be entitled to free transport if the school is over 2
miles and up to a maximum of 15 miles from your home. Distances of up to 2 miles are measured using the shortest
available walking route and distances of over 2 miles and up to 15 miles are measured by road — please see below.

How are distances measured? Walking distances are measured using the shortest available walking route. This may
include roads, footpaths and bridleways. The measurement is made between the nearest entrance to your house (for
example, a front gate) and the nearest entrance to the school grounds. Private driveways to homes and within schools
are not included in the measurement. Distances are measured using an electronic geographic information system (GIS).

What if my circumstances change? This entitlement has to be reapplied for every year so you should not assume
that your child will continue to have support if your circumstances change e.g. if your child is no longer in receipt of
free school meals, or if your family is no longer in receipt of the maximum level of Working Tax Credit . If you feel
your child may be eligible you are advised to consider carefully whether you would be able to continue to get
him/her to the school of your choice if this happened and assistance was withdrawn.

Confirmation of Faith: Please complete and return the enclosed Certification Form, together with a copy of your
child’s baptismal certificate, with this application form.

Code of Conduct: A Code of Conduct is enclosed. Please sign and return it with this application form.

NB: Your application cannot be processed until the Certification Form and the Code of Conduct are received.
How Does The Application Process Work? When we receive your application form we will decide whether your
child qualifies for help with transport and will send you a letter to let you know. If your child is entitled to help we will
send you a payment form so that you can pay the transport fee, or claim remission of the charge on low income
grounds by providing proof of receipt of an appropriate means tested benefit.

If free transport is withdrawn can | appeal? Withdrawal of free transport is not considered to constitute sound
grounds for an appeal for assistance from the Council, as parents have been warned in advance that this could happen if
they cease to be eligible.

Contact Number: For all queries please telephone: 0845 155 1019



APPLICATION FOR TRANSPORT TO A FAITH SCHOOL
2008/2009 Devon

County Council /'

Please complete this form and return it by 1 June 2008, along with your signed Code of Conduct, and
confirmation of your faith, to the address below.
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Forename(s):

Surname:

Date of Birth: .......cooiiiii e Male/Female: ...,
A0 0 S
..................................................................................... Post Code:

Home Telephone Number: ..., MoODbIle: ...

Does your child have any siblings at the chosen school? If so please provide their details below:

NaME: L e Date of Birth: ...
NaME: o Date of Birth: ...
Is your child in receipt of free school meals? Yes No (Please indicate)

My child does not currently receive Free School Meals, but | am in receipt of the following benefits:

Income Support Job Seekers Allowance (Income Based)

Child Tax Credit Guarantee Element of Pension Credit

Are you in receipt of the maximum level of Working Tax Credit Yes No

Have you returned your Code of Conduct? Yes

Have you returned the Faith Certification Form and a copy of your child’s baptismal certificate? Yes No
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(Please state nearest public service/contract coach stop or nearest railway station)

SN o Date: ..

DATA PROTECTION ACT: The information which you provide on this form will be held by Devon County Council and will be used for the purpose of
assessing eligibility to school transport. Where appropriate, the information may also be used by the County Council for the purposes of providing other
services. This information will be held securely and will not be disclosed to anyone other than those stated above, without your permission.

Please return this application form to: Devon County Council, School Transport Office,
Children & Young Peoples Services,
Civic Centre, North Walk, Barnstaple,
Devon, EX31 1EG

FAILURE TO RETURN THIS FORM BY THE DATES OUTLINED ABOVE WILL
MEAN YOU WILL HAVE TO TRANSPORT YOUR CHILD TO AND FROM SCHOOL AT YOUR
OWN EXPENSE WHILST WE PROCESS YOUR APPLICATION EVEN IF YOUR CHILD IS ENTITLED

TO FREE SCHOOL TRANSPORT. Thank you



