The Grand Western Canal Country Park is a hive of activity at the moment with several major works underway to improve and repair sections of the canal and

towpath.

Dredging

The final phase of a 5-year dredging programme is well underway with the
two and a half mile section between Manley Bridge, near Halberton and the
canal basin in Tiverton being dredged by specialist contractors from the
midlands. The removal of the silt, which has built up in the canal over many
decades, will improve conditions for boaters, anglers and wildlife.
Importantly, the dredging of the canal near Tidcombe Bridge, will enable the

Tiverton Canal Co.’s
horsedrawn barge to keep
operating unhindered. Last

year, high silt levels and low
water levels in this area almost
stopped the barge from running.
This final phase of dredging
work will cost £80,000 and is
being funded by Devon County
Council (who own and manage
the canal), Mid Devon District
Council and the EU Interreg llib
programme.

Towpath resurfacing

A local contractor is currently in the process of resurfacing several sections
of towpath along the canal. These sections, near Halberton, Sampford
Peverell and Burlescombe, totalling some one and a half miles, were
previously either very muddy for much of the year, or were very uneven and
a hazard for wheelchair and mobility buggy users.

Canal Manager, Mark Baker said “Mobility
buggies are becoming ever more popular
with elderly or infirm people who still wish to
maintain a good standard of independence
and quality of life. The canal towpath is one
of the few footpaths in the area where
mobility buggy and wheelchair users can
get out into the countryside on a flat level
path. Our aim is to make the whole of the
towpath accessible to all these users”. He
added “Each section will be closed to the
public for about a week, but diversions will
be recommended and the disruption will be
kept to minimum. Although the new path
looks like a bit of a motorway at first, by the
end of the summer the grass will have
grown back and softened the edges and the
path will blend back into the landscape”.

New mterpretatlon panels

The Canal Ranger Service has gratefully received funding from Natural
England’'s Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund to help pay for two new
interpretation panels for the Country Park. One will focus on the Canal's
dragonflies and damselflies explaining to visitors about their fascinating
lifecycle and predatory lifestyle, as well as pointing out where and when they
can be found. The panel will be located beside the canal near Westleigh.

The second panel will feature the historic Waytown Limekilns, at the northern

end of the canal near Holcombe Rogus. Local artist Tony Haskell has

produced two wonderful artist's impressions of how the kilns may have

looked during their heyday between 1820 and 1850. These paintings will

accompany some descriptions of how the kilns were operated and what the
products were
used for. This
panel will be
located beside
the towpath,
opposite the
kilns.

Both of these

panels are
currently in
production, and
should be
installed  after
Easter.

Leak repairs

The canal has recently been suffering from a major leak in one of the
culverts that runs under the canal near Sampford Peverell. The Ranger
Service and local contractors have been working hard to keep the leak
plugged until long term repairs can be carried out. In order to repair the leak,
dams have been installed on either side of the culvert and will need to
remain in place for several weeks until the repairs are complete.

Mark Baker said “We recognise that having the dams across the canal and
machinery working on the towpath will cause disruption to boaters and
towpath users and we apologise for this, but we really have no choice but to
repair the culvert before any more seriously leaks occur here.”

HUNDREDS of boating enthusiasts are expected in Devon next year after the Grand Western Canal was named as the host for the 2008 IWA National Trailboat
Festival. The Inland Waterways Association event will be planned and managed by Devon County Council’'s Canal Ranger Service, in partnership with
supporting organisations and individuals, and will be held on the spring bank holiday weekend of May 24th and 25th, 2008.

The festival, which is likely to be held on the Mid Devon Showground near Halberton, will aim to raise the
profile of the Grand Western Canal both regionally and nationally by celebrating the work that has been
undertaken in recent years to improve the waterway for boaters and other users.

Mark Baker, Grand Western Canal Manager, said: “This is fantastic news for the canal and the event should
provide two great days out for local people. What we have in mind is something along the lines of a mini Mid
Devon Show, but with boats instead of livestock. There will be a wide range of stalls and entertainments,
and we hope to book one or two big name acts to draw people in. Our hope is to attract more boaters to
come and visit these waterways and thereby benefit the local economy. We also wish to inspire more local
people to consider boating and canoeing as a relaxing and enjoyable pastime”.

In the last five years, several hundred thousand pounds has been spent dredging the canal to secure its
future. The final phase of these works is presently under way in the section of canal between the Tiverton
Basin and Manley Bridge, near Halberton, and so by 2008 the canal will be fully navigable and in a good position to welcome more boating activity.



