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The Grand Western Canal Country Park and Local Nature Reserve is looking for      
conservation volunteers to take part in its new Volunteer Ranger Service. This new   
initiative aims to provide interested residents the opportunity to volunteer in their local 
community.  

There are lots of reasons to consider volunteering - whether you wish to keep fit, learn 
new skills, make friends, gain valuable work experience or just have some fun there is a 
task for you.  

By joining the Volunteer Ranger Service volunteers can get stuck into tasks such as 
hedgelaying, coppicing, tree planting, pond maintenance and clearing scrub, or if that's 
not your thing, how about helping out with litter picking, patrolling or wildlife surveys?  

Volunteering needn’t take up too much of your time. When you volunteer is largely up to 
you! Some people volunteer on a regular basis each week or month. Others when they 
have a spare day. Volunteering takes place during traditional ‘office hours’, although 
there are opportunities to help out at weekends on one of our Volunteer Days. 

Caroline Jones volunteered with the Ranger Service whilst between jobs. “I came to  
volunteer as a ‘Ranger’ three days a week as this is something I’ve always wanted to 
try. I previously worked in an office in Tiverton and used to come up to the canal during 
my lunch break, so it’s nice to give something back. I’ve really enjoyed my time at the 
canal and it’s been great working with the team”.  

If you are enthusiastic, enjoy working in the outdoors, and want to help improve your 
local environment then the Canal Ranger’s would like to hear from you. For more      
information about Volunteering at the Grand Western Canal please contact Jo French 
on Tel: 01884 254072 or Email: joanne.french@devon.gov.uk  

New ‘Volunteer Ranger Service’

There are various ways you can help out at the canal: 

Voluntary Rangers assist the Rangers with their duties and provide an extra element 
of liaison with the community in the area. This role involves taking part in practical   
conservation tasks including hedge laying, coppicing, and tree planting. There is also 
the opportunity to work onboard a weed cutting boat and maintenance barge.  

Volunteer Wardens are the canal’s "eyes and ears"; playing a vital role in helping 
the Rangers maintain and manage the Country Park. The role of Warden is ideal for 
local people who enjoy walking along the canal as tasks will include litter picking,      
reporting defects and assisting visitors to the  canal to help promote the enjoyment of 
the country park. 

Wildlife Surveyors are essential for monitoring the health of our natural                
environment. We are always looking for wildlife enthusiasts with good ID skills to help 
us record the diversity of wildlife along the canal. 

Volunteer Days 
Why not join the Grand Western Canal Country Park Ranger Service for one of its   
Volunteer Days. Come along, join in and get some fresh air and exercise whilst taking 
part in some practical habitat management. No experience is necessary as full          
instruction will be given. All tools are provided - just bring along appropriate outdoor 
clothing and footwear, plus any food and drink you will need for the day. Most           
volunteers stay all day, but even just a few hours of your time will help! There is no   
obligation to stay, if you decide it’s not for you then you are free to leave. 
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