Winter 2007

Part of the Ranger Service’s winter works programme includes having to cut
back or coppice trees and branches that are overhanging the canal. Currently
we are working between the Basin and East Manley as this is where the
horseboat operates and later in the winter we shall carry on up the canal.

As well as making room for the horsedrawn barge, other boaters will appreciate
the work. Anglers will be less likely to lose their tackle on overhanging
branches, meaning wildlife is also better protected.

Another task for the Ranger Service is clearing the ditches and culverts
grilles along the canal to reduce the risk of flooding.

In total there are 30 culverts and 2 ¥z miles of ditches along the canal
that need monitoring. Culverts are brick or stone built piping that
channel water from a stream/ditch on one side of the canal into a
stream/ditch on the other side. Almost all were built when the canal
itself was built back in 1814. Part of our winter work includes checking
the grilles that guard the culvert entrances to remove debris, such as
tyres, litter and leaves, so they don’t get blocked up.

Many of the ditches also get blocked up this time of year. One particular
ditch that runs parallel with the canal in Burlescombe has had some
extensive work done this winter. Contractors with mini-diggers were
bought in to scrape out the build up of mud and debris from the ditch.
This work is still on-going.

In the new year we will be continuing with the major re-coppicing scheme in the cutting between Fenacre
Bridge and Waytown Tunnel. The cutting would have traditionally been coppiced, but has been left
unmanaged for many decades. However by re-coppicing a large number of trees in this section will not only
improve the habitat for wildlife (by increasing the variety of tree age structure and opening up the canopy to let
more light in will improve the fauna and flora); but will also make the Country Park safer for canal and towpath
users.

This winter, Rangers and volunteers have been hard at work laying a section of hedge near Battens Bridge.
With around 400m of hedge to be laid in this section we have been very grateful for the work done by keen
volunteers on two Volunteer Days. More Volunteer Days are planned working on this hedge in January and
February. For more information about our Volunteer Days, please contact the Ranger Service on 01884
254072 or email gwcanal@devon.gov.uk







