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Over the past few months volunteers from the
Volunteer Ranger Service have been hard at work
helping Canal Rangers to restore a section of
Whipcott Wharf. The wharf is situated next to
Whipcott Bridge, near the village of Burlescombe.
The restoration work involved coppicing a few trees
and also repointing the lime mortar between the
stonework.

At the end of October, Rangers at the Grand Western
Canal organised a ‘Have a go at Hedgelaying’
weekend, as part of the Devon Hedge Week
celebrations. This annual celebration of Devon
hedges is run by the Devon Hedge Group and the
Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group. Its purpose is to
raise awareness and appreciation of Devon's
magnificent network of hedges.

The event was held near East Manley Bridge, and it
was well attended, with 33 volunteers helping over the
two days. Many of the volunteers had never laid a
hedge before, so they were shown what do by the
Canal Rangers and several members of our Volunteer
Ranger Service.

The Grand Western Canal Country Park will be
hosting the 2008 Inland Waterways Association
National Trailboat Festival next year on the last bank
holiday weekend in May. The festival will be known as
‘A Grand Western Weekend’- canal and

countryside fair incorporating the 2008 IWA

National Trailboat Festival'.

Planning for the festival is progressing well, the
committee organising the event has had five meetings
to date. Marquees and PA equipment have now been
booked. At present the committee is looking for trade
stands and entertainers/bands for the event which is
to be held on part of the Mid Devon Show ground next
year.

The committee is keen for local community/activity
groups to be involved. So, if you know a group that
may be interested in being involved with this event
please contact the Ranger Service on 01884 254072
or email gwcanal@devon.gov.uk.

Watch out for more news in the press and
Parish magazines!

The Ranger Service has also been busy in the Canal
Basin. A few months ago Rangers gave the toilet
block a spruce up with a new coat of paint, and more
recently the handrails along the top of the limekilns
and up the slope next to the Tea Gardens so that it is
all the same matching shade of green.






