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Fact File (2006/2007):

Devon provides "good community leadership and value for money" - The Audit Commission
· Budget £713 million

· Population: 724,700.

· County Councillors: 62

· Next County Council elections: May 7, 2009.

· Schools: 367

· Pupils: 96,500

· Children looked after: 590

· Adults helped to live at home: 13,500

· Roads: 12,800 km (7,954 miles) 

· Bridges: 3,500

· Residential Care: 4,500 adults 

· Libraries: 67 (11 mobiles)

· Streetlights: 71,087 
· Illuminated road signs: 10,837

· Recycling Centres: 19  
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From Peter Doyle, Exeter 380101, January 31, 2007
Devon Leader's pledge on Napoli Inquiry
pledge  1
DEVON County Council Leader Brian Greenslade has confirmed that the County Council will ensure that a public inquiry into the beaching

of the MSC Napoli off the East Devon coast will be held. 

Cllr Greenslade and County Council Chief Executive Phil Norrey will be attending a meeting of Branscombe Parish Council tomorrow evening (Thursday) to discuss what additional support the County Council can provide the village and will also talk about the need for an inquiry.

He said,"I stated on the day following the beaching of the Napoli that the first imperative was to ensure that the situation was stabilised and our coastline protected as much as possible. I also said that I felt that subsequently a public inquiry would be appropriate. Accordingly I have now written to the Secretary of State for Transport to ask what steps the Government intend to take to ensure a public inquiry is held. 

“If, as it turned out to be the case at the time of the Foot and Mouth outbreak in Devon, no public inquiry is to be held by the Government then I pledge that Devon County Council will institute a public inquiry. We will be very happy to work with other local government partners, such as Dorset County Council and East Devon District Council, on this should it prove necessary for us to organise a public inquiry.

“In the meanwhile we will respond to the many concerns being expressed to us by local people by organising preliminary hearings to allow local people to record their evidence in a structured way which can then be used to inform a subsequent public inquiry.” 

The container vessel MSC Napoli was beached off Beer Head on the East Devon coast after it ran into difficulties on Saturday, January 20. The vessel was in danger of breaking up while under tow to Portland for repairs.  

Devon County Council has been working closely with the Maritime and Coastguard Agency, Devon and Cornwall Police, East Devon District Council, Dorset County Council and many other agencies and organisations to help respond to the Napoli incident. 

Devon County Council is the lead authority on the international EROCIPS (Emergency Response to Coastal Oil, Chemical and Inert Pollution from Shipping) project which is working on better ways to control and clean up pollution, especially in sensitive wildlife and fishing areas.

The Council's Executive has called on local MPs and South West MEPs to press for better management and planning to safeguard Devon’s shores from pollution.

Councillors have agreed to work more closely with neighbouring local authorities to help shape national and European legislation. Talks are already underway with Cornwall and Dorset County Councils to establish common priorities across the region on which to press the Government as it prepares to publish its Marine Bill White Paper in March.

NOTES TO NEWS EDITORS: 

Devon County Council organised the only public inquiry into the 2001 Foot and Mouth outbreak. The inquiry was chaired by Prof Ian Mercer CBE supported by a committee of Devon County and District Councillors. The Inquiry was held in October 2001, sitting at County Hall, and received some 380 submissions and took evidence from a balanced range of witnesses including Government agencies, Police, local authorities, special interest groups, business organisations and members of the public as a constructive process to establish what lessons should be learned. 

The inquiry’s report, published in 2002, was presented to the Government and the inquiries it organised both as evidence of the effect that Foot and Mouth had on the people, environment and economy of Devon and also as recommended actions to help ensure such an event did not happen again.  ADDIN ́
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