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STATEMENT OF
PAUL HARRY STEPHENS

I, PAUL HARRY STEPHENS of 37 Vansittart Road, Torquay, TQ2 5BW will say as follows:

1.

| make this statement in support of my objection to the Devon County Council A380
South Devon Link Road (Kingskerswell By-Pass) Compulsory Purchase Order 2008
and the Devon County Council A380 South Devon Link Road (Kingskerswell

By-Pass) (Classified Road) (Side Roads) Order 2008 (“the Orders”).
| am 57 years old (date of birth 22™ January 1952). | was born in Paignton.

Since March 1984 I have occupied land described in Schedule 1 to the Compulsory
Purchase Order as:
(1) 8]73n: "1828 sq metres land used as a timber yard south west of the
Exeter to Torquay Railway branch line and to north west of the A380
Hamelin Way”, and
(2) 8/75: “8339 sq metres pasture land and part of footpath to Parson’s
Bridge west of the Exeter to Torquay Railway branch line and north west

of the A380 Hamelin Way”.

| have occupied the land at 8/73n (‘the Yard") as the tenant, originally of
Major T D O Codner, under the terms of a Tenancy Agreement dated
12" March 1984, in which the Yard is said to be approximately one-third of an acre. |
have conducted my business as a timber merchant on that site since 1984. For the
convenience of the Inquiry | attach a coloured plan showing, outlined in blue, the

land occupied by me with the proposed by-pass and embankments superimposed.



8. I gain access to my yard, often with heavy loads of timber, via a track from
Edginswell Lane. To the south of the Yard is shown shaded yellow my large
workshop which | constructed in 1986. To the north of the Yard is a large vehicle and
wood store. At various places on the Yard | have machinery, old vehicles, and a
stock of heavy timber, some of which is ready for splitting and logging, the rest for

drying out.

6. In addition to my tenanted land, | have made use of some of the land described at
8/75 to the west. This is mainly low lying (and poorly drained) ground (as is my Yard)
and very overgrown (but a haven for wildlife). On an old Ordnance Survey plan a
sewage pumping station is shown on the site, and during the war it was used as a
prisoner of war camp. Since approximately 1989 or 1990 | have used much of the
land in this area fo;r the purposes of my business. At one time | grew vegetables on
the south side, and | still have a stock of very large timber on the site. | should make
it clear that Torbay Council have produced to me a copy of a memorandum from the
County Council’s surveyor setting out the terms of a licence to a beekeeper. | have
no reason to doubt that the beekeeper was given such a licence, but | have never
actually seen him on the site, and | doubt very much whether any hives were kept

there during my occupation.

My personal objections to the Orders

7. For over 25 years | have provided a service to people in Torbay and the local area
delivering fire wood which | have collected from various sources and cut up in my
yard. | work on my own, | know my business very well and, although bureaucracy

and its attendant costs now affect me, | had hoped to go on working until | was 65.



The effect of the proposed acquisition of my yard for the purposes of the proposed

by-pass will be disastrous to me personally. It will have the following consequences:

71 | doubt whether | shall be able to find another site where | can establish an
effective timber yard, which requires easy access and sufficient space to haul

very heavy timber and convert it into logs.

7.2 | require a substantial workshop. 1 built my present workshop from telegraph
poles and corrugated iron with secure metal doors, in 1986. | store a
substantial amount of equipment in this workshop including what to me is a
unique collection of eclectic items, which cannot be moved in a hurry. | have
made enquiries and a proper building will cost me about £17,000 which |
cannot afford. In addition, | will need to replace my log store and vehicle

shelter.

7.3 | do.not believe, given my age and declining physical strength, that | will be
able to set up a similar business again, so the by-pass will in effect spell the
end of my business and probably my working life at least seven years too

early.

My general objections to the By-pass

8.

In short, | think it is a false idea that a by-pass (or any additional road) produces
peace to other local roads or inhabitants of a village. What a by-pass really does is
to encourage people more easily and quickly to move from A to B, but traffic passing
through the village which the by-pass is designed to relieve is able to continue at the

same or greater speed through the village.



10.

11

12.

My own experience of using the A380 from Exeter to Torquay is that the real reason
that traffic builds up in Kingskerswell in both directions is the bottleneck provided by
Penn Inn Roundabout and the traffic lights at the Sloop Inn (or Jury’s Corner). am
not a traffic expert but | think it is common sense that the important thing is to keep
traffic moving, and | believe there are many ways of achieving this without building a
by-pass at vast expense. In any event, when traffic gets to Torquay it will hit a

bottleneck just as it does at Penn Inn Roundabout.

Lastly, but not least, my Yard and the adjacent land referred to, as well as the lane
leading down to it and then onto the east under Hamelin Way is home to an amazing
variety of flora and fauna. At the moment for instance, orchids are flourishing as are
ox-eye daisies and a variety of other wild flowers. understand that 95% of all
meadow land containing native wild flowers has disappeared from this country. am
no botanist, but would say that it is important to preserve and not devastate this
area for the sake of a hugely expensive by-pass which may temporarily speed up the
passage of human beings from one point to another point, but lose sight of the point

of human life at the same time.

respectfully urge the Inquiry to reject the Scheme.

believe the contents of this statement to be true.

Signed.

Dated






