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The Road Network 
 
The B3179 is signposted from the A30 (nr. Ottery St Mary) to Exmouth/Budleigh Salterton.  From 
Pine Ridge (Woodbury Common), a route to Exmouth  follows the C810 along Hulham Road. 
Approximately 3,000 distributors, commuters and local drivers per day use this route to/from Exmouth 
as opposed to the B3179 (via roundabout, near Budleigh Salterton) or the A376 from Exeter to 
Exmouth.  
 
Overhanging trees , grass verges , stretches with good visibility and a few concealed entrances are in 
common with many other rural type “B” and “C” classified roads on the outskirts of  Devon towns. 
  
King’s Nursery is situated in Higher Hulham Road .  In addition, a large number of horses are stabled 
in the area.   
 
 

Vulnerable Road User Groups 
 
Historically, Higher Hulham Road, adjacent Exe View Road and Wotton Lane were quiet routes to 
Woodbury Common which resulted in the establishment of a number of stables in the area. 107 horses 
are kept in a 3 km radius approximately, including at Lympstone . An increasing number of riders 
choose not to exercise their horses in Hulham Road for road safety reasons.  However, they still need to 
use, or cross, the C810 to access Exe View Road as a quieter alternative. 
 
In addition, Wotton Lane adjacent to Exe View Road, is often used as a “rat run” by motorists to and 
from the A376, Exeter to Exmouth road, a route which also has extensive horse/stable activities. 
 
Many residents choose not to walk in Higher Hulham Road because they feel vulnerable.  In addition 
they have concerns about inappropriate speeding and overtaking by motorists as they try to emerge by 
car from their concealed entrances. 
 
Local cyclists consider that drivers approach cyclists and horse riders too fast and too close, resulting in 
the need for evasive action at times. 
 
 

Existing Road Safety Measures 
 
A 40 mph. speed limit applies along Higher Hulham Road, highlighted by 19 large signs with a dual 
message., i.e., “Speed limit” roundels and “horse in road” warning signs. as a road safety measure to 
give support to horse riders in the area.   
 
These measures are unpopular with some residents and horse riders who feel that the combination 
suggests that it is acceptable to drive at 40 mph. past horses and indeed, some drivers have indicated 
this to local riders when there has been verbal confrontation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
      
 



 
Results of Local Consultation 
 
Residents (north of King’s Nursery) 
 
Main Concerns  
 

·  inappropriate speeding 
·  lack of speed limit enforcement.  Suggest speed checks should be taken outside Horse Shoe 

Cottage or Marley Drive, on straight stretch of road nearer to Pine Ridge, rather than at King’s 
Nursery which is nearer to bend 

·  problems emerging from concealed entrances as a result of speeding drivers 
·  vehicles overtaking as residents attempt to emerge from entrances  
·  number of accidents which occur at Pine Ridge 
·  speeding motorcyclists  (often at weekends – using circular routes Hulham Road/St John’s Road 
·  volume and speed of traffic – dangers for pedestrians 
·  Hulham Road/Exe View Road Junction – cars turning too fast into Exe View Road/Wotton Lane 
·  unchecked development in Exmouth creating congestion on unsuitable approach roads 
·  unmarked deer trails across B3180 beyond Ting Tong (uphill on brow) 
·  query why the road was reclassified from the B3180 to the C810 

 
 
Perceived Solutions  
 

·  30 mph. speed limit from King’s Nursery to Pine Ridge, perhaps with flashing road 
sign 

·  No overtaking signs/lines 
·  Concealed entrance signs 
·  Tighter enforcement of the 40 mph speed limit, perhaps using cameras 
·  Better foliage trimming 
·  Traffic calming 
·  Sensible link to A376 
·  Road edge markings 
·  Bridleway along hedge  
·  Dangerous bend sign (Exe View Junction) 

 

 
Horse Riders 
 
Main Concerns  
 

·  drivers travelling too fast and too close to horses 
·  discourteous behaviour by drivers – riders often subject to verbal abuse 
·  misleading road signs – suggesting that “one can drive at 40 mph. past a horse” 
·  Exe View junction/bend – horses emerging from stables and crossing road to Exe View – 

Speeding drivers on main road down hill, plus “rat running” at speed into/out of Exe View/Wotton Lane en 
route to/from A376 Exeter to Exmouth Road. 

·  use of Hulham Road by lorries which sometimes have problems passing when they meet 
·  inappropriate overtaking by drivers 
·  drivers descending quickly on horses using or crossing C810 near the Exe View junction/bend 
·  too many near misses and incidents involving horses/cars. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Results of Local Consultation  
 
A Sample Diary of Incidents recorded by a number of Horse Riders (Goodmores Stables) 
 

Riding along Hulham Road and was hit by a car emerging from Dinan Way causing physical 
injury to her horse and mental anguish for her. 
 
11 am.         3 Nov 04 
Riding in Hulham Road from Goodmores entrance to Exe View Road. 
Man in Red Ford Escort refused to slow down, whilst shouting abuse out of window. 

 
 
 
2.15 pm.       12 Nov 04 
Coming out of Exe View Junction into Hulham Road to get back to Goodmores. 
A speeding yellow van had to brake very hard to avoid us, causing the van to skid. 
 
9.10 am.       14 Nov 04 
Coming out of Goodmores entrance, using Hulham Road to get to Exe View Road - 
Two adults leading two children on horseback. 
Silver estate followed far too close, whilst revving engine, the passenger hurled verbal abuse 
out of window. 
 
3 pm.       14 Nov 04 
Coming out of Goodmores entrance using Hulham Road to get to Dinan Way. 
A number of cars were overtaking our horses too close and fast. 
 
11 am.        23 Nov 04 
Coming out of Goodmores entrance using Hulham Road to get to Woodbury Common. 
Large lorry following sounding horn several times, spooking horses. 
 
 
Perceived Solutions  
 

·  speed humps and cameras 
·  current dual message signs should be replaced with separate speed limit signs 

and horse warning signs with “ Slow” beneath them 
·  Exe View Junction area – 30 mph with warning lights and roundels on road. 

Perhaps Banded “Slow” too on each side of bend 
 
 

 

Cyclists (Exmouth Dynamo Club) 
 
Club riders travel along Hulham Road on a regular basis to reach Woodbury Common where they 
undertake off road cycling activities. 

 
Main Concerns 

 
·  traffic speeds are too high for the type of road and road use 
·  motorists approaching cyclists and horse riders too fast resulting in evasive action 
·  motorists passing cyclists and horses too close 

 
 
Perceived Solutions  

 
·  30 mph speed limit with Vehicle Activated  Sign indicating “Kill your Speed” or similar 
·  dedicated cycle lane/bridle way northbound on left side – although it would seem hard to 

achieve 

 
Traffic Census Findings 
 
A traffic census was conducted by Devon County Council in March, 2003.  Results showed that 3,000 
vehicles used the route over a 24 hour period, with hourly, peak time rates of 360+ in the mornings and 
200+ in the afternoons.  



 
 

Police Speed Data    
 
The Police hold responsibility for speed limit enforcement issues. Consultation and agreement between 
Devon County Council, Lympstone Parish Council and the Police is essential before any new speed 
limit can be introduced. 
 
Police Speed Data was collated in Hulham Road between Thursday, 9th and Friday 24th September, 
2004, over 24 hours each day. 
 
Findings showed that :- 
 
Generally, thirty-three per cent of drivers exceeded the 40 mph. speed limit. Of these, 26% were 
travelling at between 40 – 45 mph. 
 
Northbound Traffic 
 

·  23% travelled at between 40-45 mph. 
·  6% between 45-50 mph. . . .  and 
·  1% at between 50-55 mph. mainly at non peak times 
·  70% of drivers complied with the 40 mph. speed limit. 
 
NOTE : 
Average number of vehicles speeding is at its highest northbound between 7 am. and 9 am.  

 
Southbound Traffic 
 

·  28% travelled at between 40 – 45 mph. 
·  5% at between 45-50 mph. . . .  and 
·  1% at between 50-55 mph. mainly at non peak times 
·  66% of drivers complied with the 40 mph. speed limit. 
 
NOTE :   
Average number of vehicles speeding is at its highest southbound between 4pm. and 7 pm. 

    
      The notes above suggest that most speeding motorists are local commuters at peak times. 
 
Police Recorded Accident Data  
 
Pine Ridge 
 
Eighteen accidents were recorded in close proximity to Pine Ridge from 1999 – 2004. 
Ten were “damage only” incidents and eight involved “slight injuries”. 
Eight involved vehicle “shunts” on the main road or the junction itself.   
 
The Road Safety Officer will raise this issue at the next Accident Cluster Review by Devon County 
Council at the end of the month.  
 
Higher Hulham Road – Dinan Way Junction to Pine Ridge 
 
Twelve accidents were recorded in Higher Hulham Road from 1999 – 2004.   
Six were “damage only” incidents and six involved “slight injuries”.   
 
Only three incidents were recorded  between Pines Ridge and King’s Nursery over this five year 
period,  with none detailed as “speed related”. 
 
 

·  3 incidents at Dinan Way junction, one involving a collision with a horse 
·  1 incident involved a pedestrian travelling northbound who was struck close to King’s 

Nursery 
·  1 speed related crash between Dinan Way and Exe View Road. 
·  1 crash involved vehicle emerging from entrance near Exe View Road 
·  2 incidents at Wotton Lane Junction with Exe View Road 

 
Other incidents involved a pedal cyclist, a driver’s negligent manoeuvre around a stationary vehicle 
and drivers allegedly swerving to avoid wild animals. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
A REALISTIC ACTION PLAN            2005 – 2006 
 
Action        By Whom ?        When ? 

 
PINE RIDGE 
 
Analyse accident data including vehicle “shunts”  Road Safety Officer – East  Apr 05 
as part of DCC Accident Cluster Review    DCC Eastern LSG 
 
NORTH OF KING’S NURSERY 
 
Request periodic speed monitoring    Police, DCC 
by Police in Higher Hulham Road    HHRSWG       Apr 05 
 
Inform Police of Speed Circuit     Police 
used by Motorcyclists – and when    HHRSWG          2005 
 
Some residents may wish to consider improving 
their entrance visibility splays if sufficient room/   Interested residents   
no tree preservation orders     with EDDC planners In due course 
 
SOUTH OF KING’S NURSERY 
 
Based on evidence of observations, incidents, 
accident data, rat running, horse movements/crossing :-   
 
Investigate the possibility of a 30 mph. speed limit  Devon County Council Members
        Road Safety Officer - East  
From King’s Nursery towards Dinan Way   DCC Eastern LSG          
        Police 
Consider suitable signs (including Vehicle Activated)  Lympstone Parish Council 
and road markings on each side of bend      
to support report findings above relating to the Exe View         2005/6 
Junction area  
 
Consider appropriateness and need for dual message signs 
currently in place in Higher Hulham Road    Horse Riders   HHRSWG    
bearing in mind comments that drivers see a speed limit   
as a “target” which may be misinterpreted when shared 
with a “horse warning sign” 
 
GENERAL 
 
Inform DCC (on a map) of the exact location of  Residents’ representative 
an unmarked deer trail beyond Ting Tong 
 
Inform Eastern LSG if foliage compromises road safety  HHRSWG 
 
Circulate copies of report to Police and Lympstone  
Parish Council when in consultation    DCC Eastern LSG 
 
If new measures are agreed, publicity to get message  Road Safety Officer - East   
across to Exmouth’s local drivers                                            2006   
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


