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f. Orchard – post medieval 

 

Orchards formed an important part of the post-medieval agricultural economy in Devon. They 

commonly cluster in small enclosures around farmsteads and hamlets, although in some parts 

of the county (e.g. around Whimple in east Devon) there were extensive areas of orchard 

planted in large fields. The identification of post-medieval orchards is based on the 1st edition 

OS map, and includes all types of fruit trees. 

 

 

Fig 36.  Post-medieval orchard HLC type (in c.1890) around Whimple 

 

 

 

3.7.4. Modern fields 

 

In some places field systems have undergone major developments in the twentieth century: 

these include rearrangement of earlier field systems and changes in use which have led to 

changes in historic character type. Analysis of the database will show all areas where a modern 

historic character type has replaced different, earlier ones. The most common agriculture-

related types are noted below. 
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a. Enclosures - modern 

 

Two main types of enclosures are included in this category. 

 

Firstly, polygons where modern (i.e. since 1st ed OS maps) developments (such as boundary 

loss or removal and replacement with boundaries on a different alignment) have rendered the 

field system in a polygon unrecognisable or significantly altered in character in comparison to 

its earlier form (e.g. where a landscape of smallish enclosures has been changed by boundary 

loss into one of large arable fields). The cut-off point for assigning a polygon to this character 

type is that half as many fields or less should exist in 2000 compared to the 1st ed OS map 

(exceptions have been made where there were only 1 or 2 fields in the polygon in the 1890s).  

 

Secondly, those fields where the historic character type has changed in the modern period, e.g. 

where a post-medieval orchard or some ancient woodland has lost its trees and become an 

ordinary field since the 1st edition OS map. 

Differentiation between these types is possible by looking at previous historic character types. 

 

 

Fig 37.  Modern enclosures HLC type near Ide 
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Fig 38.  Modern enclosures HLC type (around Nether Exe Barton (centre left), Nether Exe, 

looking north. Photo: Frances Griffith, Devon County Council, 6th July 1984). 

 

b. Horticulture - modern 

 

Encompasses polygons made up of greenhouses, nurseries and related extensive areas of 

market gardening (where identifiable from map or air photo evidence). 

 

 

c. Orchard - modern 

 

This type represents areas of orchard identified from the modern OS 1:25000 maps that were 

not also orchard on the 1st ed OS maps. 

 


