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Stover Historical Dates

These dates show that major events in the
history of Stover since the Templer family
first created the landscaped grounds.

Ownership:

Templer Family 1765 - 1830

Duke of Somerset 1830 - 1926
Forestry Commission 1927 - 1979
Devon County Council 1979 - onwards

Recent milestones (up to 2006):
Ventiford Brook Bridge - 1877
Pylons and Firebreak - 1940s
Pinetum planted - 1980
Designated an S33I - 1984
Arboretum planted - 1992
Historic Park Register - 1995
Toilets/Ranger Office 1996
Interpretation Centre 2000
Local Nature Reserve - 2001
Green Flag Award - 2005, 2006

Records and Sightings

We hope you have enjoyed your visit. Please
let us know if you see anything unusual by
calling in at the Visitor Centre.

The Visitor Centre has more information
about the history and wildlife on site.
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List of Historical Features

Gatehouse

Carriage Drive leading to:

Stover House (now Stover School) - can be
seen from the edge of the park

Bridges including Ventiford Brook Bridge

Stover Lake

Restored Pond

COriginal landscaped islands with malure exalic
tree species

Other historic tree planting (see Trees leaflet)
including many exolic species and Turkey caks
planted along the Camiage Drive,

Woodland boundary banks

Stream - part of the oniginal landscaping with
Beech trees planted alongside,

Boundary stones

Granite drains

Alzo: Templer Way and Heritage Trail
walking routes

cover phofo by Rob Ballard
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of Stover Country

A visitor’s guide




Where to look for Historical Features

Stover House was built of granite from Haytor by
o Jamas James Tempier in 1765, replacing the pravious
S Templer mansion house that stood there called Stoford.
Tha houwse has baen a schoal since 1932 and is
situated beyond the Country Park.

Stover Country Park was once part of Bovey Heath but in
1765 James Templer bought some 80,000 acres of land and
formed what became the Stover estate. As you walk around
the park you will see plenty of evidence of the

legacy of the Templer family and the subsequent  James
owners, the Duke of Somerset and the Forestry Temgpler II
Commission. Many of the original features such

as the ornamental lake, bridges, gatehouse, ponds
and streams, as well as extensive tree planting, still
survive from the Templer days.

The Gatehouse is a grand enfrance Lo the eslate and was a fealure
added by the Duke of Somersel soon afler he acquired the estale in 1829,
The building now stands on the A38 and is al the beginning of the Carriage
Drive. Being the principle home of the Duke, whoe was keen on
hunting, Stover also became a produciive eslate for rabbil,
pheasant and duck.
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Carrlage drive through
the woodland
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Carriage Drive

The route of the original carriage drive (lale
1700=) runs from the Gatahouse o what is mow
Stover School and passes near the edge of the
lake. Several bridges can be seen along the
route. Turkey oaks were planted along the
» Camiage drive. Look for granite drains.

Two granile slones have been erecled next 1o the nlel channel.
They were originally posiionad either side of the then Ashburton
Turrpike, al the pomnl whara Lhe granile lramway crossed noear
Healhfield batween 1820 and 1880. The initials H, T, W and B,

cul inlo he granite are abbreviations for ‘Haylor Tram Way Bounds'. Stover Lake was created as an omamental lake by

James Templer as part of his grand design. He always
made sure that the view of the lake from Stover House
was not cbscured by Irees. Look for the restored
: pond (2002) from the aerial walkway. The bridge
| Islands and Flarrtlnua balow the walkway is part of the original carriage
TR : drive bul olher bridges can be seen along the route.
* g The stream is also part of the landscaped grounds;
XDl Par of Tempder's grand design included islands i e ip it was lined with gravel and beech rees weare
| ing or in the lake planted with dramatic exotic planting. o . , . planted alongside. Ordginal planted trees can be
th The original landscaped islands can siill be seen mEsllred pund Seef TOM saan from the wallovay.
with their now malure (rees, the aenal walkwa

Boundary Stones




