YEO VALLEY, BARNSTAPLE

The Devon Reinvestment Service is supporting the pr
process for a new community facility in the Yeo Val

oject planning
ley area of Barnstaple.

About the project

While there have been attempts to provide a
community facility for this area of Barnstaple
before, this new approach is community-
focused in an attempt to give the community
ownership of the project and feel they are
contributing to the outcome.

Support from the Devon Reinvestment
Service has included helping with the
formation of a community group to lead the
project, as well as liaising with other
agencies, and facilitating a variety of
community consultation events.

Yeo Valley Primary School is playing a key
role in the project and pupils have been able
to contribute their views through a community
planning workshop. The event, organised by
the Devon Reinvestment Service, helped the
children to think about what facilities they
would like developed and produce a model of
how they would like to see Yeo Valley in the
future.

The key themes of 'youth' and 'healthy living'
are emerging but the intention is to develop a
multi-purpose community facility for everyone
in the Yeo Valley area.

Benefits to the community

The Yeo Valley project is being developed by the
people who live there and this is the key to its
future success. The solid groundwork being
done in the early stages will help to ensure that
the project evolves according to the wishes of the
community.

While the ultimate aim is to create a new facility,
incorporating sports, health and other community
provision, the benefits are much wider and
include:

formation of a new Yeo Valley Community
Group to lead the project

ensuring that all Yeo Valley residents have a
chance to participate in shaping the future of
their community

building community cohesion and inclusion
raising the profile of the community and
building capacity to make the most of future
opportunities
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