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Learning to Drive
Information for parent/carers and young people
) with disabilities
Age restrictions

A young person who is receiving the higher rate mobility component of the
Disability Living Allowance can learn to drive at the age of 16.

Grants for lessons
Family Fund may be able to help pay for a parent/carer to learn to drive. The Family
Fund can offer financial help to families of children with disabilities whose income and
savings are below a threshold. For more information contact them on 0845 130 45 42.
www.cafamily.org.uk

Motability have a grant scheme for driving lessons. This is for the young person themselves
who must be between the ages of 16—24 years and must be receiving the higher rate
mobility component of the Disability Living Allowance and using it to lease a car from the
motability scheme. To speak to an adviser for more information, please call 0845 456 4566.
They can fill in an application over the phone which will take 20 — 30 minutes.
www.motability.co.uk

Adapted vehicles

The Cornwall Mobility Centre (which covers Devon and the South West) is able to offer
expert advice based on individual assessments. They have experienced driving

7 instructors as well as a few adapted cars on site for you to see. They also have
a wide range of car seats and harnesses. For further information please

L contact the centre on 01872 254920. www.cornwallmobilitycentre.co.uk

Blue badges
A child/young person who receives the higher rate mobility allowance is
automatically entitled to a Blue Badge (Parking Concessions for Disabled &
Blind People). Even if they don’t receive higher rate mobility allowance you
can apply for a Blue Badge if your child travels in a vehicle and has severe
walking difficulties or is registered blind. You can apply once your child is 2 yrs
old.

To find out more about Blue Badges and/or to make an application call
MyDevon 0845 155 1007.
www.direct.gov.uk/en/DisabledPeople/MotoringAndTransport/index.htm

This factsheet is available on requestinarangeo f
languages and formats including large print,

symbols and on audio tape. Get in touch with your
Local Information Co-ordinator for details.




The Theory and Practical Driving Tests.
The following information is taken from the www.direct.gov.uk website.

The theory test.

The theory test has two parts, a 35-question multiple choice section and a hazard
perception skills section. You need to pass both parts of the theory test in the same sitting to
obtain your theory test pass certificate.

Theory tests are held at test centres, which are usually wheelchair accessible and offer
specialist facilities for disabled people. However, arrangements can be made for you to take
the test at home or at a different centre if your local centre is not accessible to you.

The theory test system has been designed to be accessible and is available in spoken as
well as written format. Candidates with hearing difficulties can watch a video of the test in
British Sign Language. The test conditions can also be adapted if you have light-sensitive
epilepsy. You can ask for extra time for the multiple-choice element of the theory test.

It's very important to mention any special requirements you may have when you book your

test with the Driving Standards Authority (DSA).

Please let the DSA know if you: I//
need access for a wheelchair
are deaf or have other hearing difficulties
are dyslexic or have reading difficulties
do not read or understand English

.(”’

The practical test.
No matter how serious your disability might be, you will still take
the same driving test as every other candidate.

When you book your test, let the DSA know if you:
are deaf or have severe hearing difficulties
are in any way restricted in your movements
have any physical disability

Disabled drivers may be allowed extra time for their test. This is to allow you to explain to
your examiner the nature and function of any adaptations you use, and to allow you extra
time to get in and out of the car. Driving examiners are specially trained to understand
particular problems that may arise from disabilities.

Contact the Driving Standards Agency for more details.
Telephone: 0870 0101 372
Minicom: 0870 0106 372
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