Twinning Project with our village near Cognac
As a new “Conseiller Muncipale” (Parish councillor) in our Commune of Criteuil la Magdeleine, I have been asked by our Mayor to initiate a twinning arrangement with a suitable village in England. Would you be interested?

To assist, perhaps I can say a little bit about our two small villages here (Criteuil and La Magdeleine).
We are on the banks of the small river Ne and on the edge of the famous Grande Champagne premier Cru Cognac producing region in the west of the Charente department (county). The nearest well-known town is Cognac, home of the world-famous spirit. Most of the local producers also make the delicious local aperitif, Pineau. This goes very well with the Charentais melons grown here.

The situation is very rural and attractive with hilly, vineyard country linked by small country lanes. The architecture is attractive local stone and the area is famous for Romanesque churches – the one in Criteuil is 12th century.

We have a very pleasant sunny climate, fresher than the south of France because we are only about an hour from the Atlantic coast, wonderful beaches and islands like the Ile d’Oleron and Ile de Re. The coast here is famous for the oysters reared at Marennes, said to be the best in France.
Bordeaux and its famous vineyards is an hour away and we are well served by both the TGV trains (Paris 2 Hrs 15 mins and London 6 Hrs) and 5 international airports (Angouleme 30 mins, Bordeaux 1 hr., La Rochelle 1 hr 15 mins., Poitiers 1 hr 30 mins., Limoges 2 hrs.) all with low cost links to the UK. The A10 motorway is 30 mins away. It is about 300 miles drive to St.Malo. Another 3 hours further south you will reach the Pyrenees and the Spanish border. There is more about our location and lots of photos on our website www.logisduparadis.com
As residents we think that this is an outstandingly friendly, honest and welcoming commune (although no doubt many others hereabouts are equally so) and this is demonstrated by the fact we want to open up and find a twin in the UK. Many of the people here are families that have been settled for many generations and there are not that many newcomers although there is a scattering of British, like ourselves.
You will probably have gathered this is also a very relaxed and safe lifestyle although there is a surprising amount going on: a thriving theatre group, active hunters who shoot in season, village fete committee, active parish council, lots of festivals especially music, etc. All this involves copious eating and drinking, of course. We have open air lunches between neighbours in the outlying hamlets in the commune too. Visiting the active Cognac distilleries attached to the small vineyard holdings in the winter is a great privilege.

We would like to find a partner that has a similar population (around 500), and an agricultural character – nice if it also actually produces a drink (beer, wine, cider…) but not essential, there is plenty here! We want a village which has a local school as we do. Part of the benefits of twinning would be exchanges involving the children.
Please let me know if you may be interested and I will be happy to talk it through.
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