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‘Age In Barnstaple’ report

25th February 2008

Introduction

The aim of the event was for younger and older people to come together to discuss their experiences of living in Barnstaple and find out about the other’s perspective to foster understanding and recognise common concerns.
Housing

Young people considered the issues that older people might encounter in relation to housing. They raised the following concerns:

· Availability of care home places

· The need to live near facilities due to limited mobility

· Adequate transport to get to facilities that are beyond walking distance – public transport, Ring ‘n’ Ride

· Adapting the home to remain there longer – stairlift, hand rails

· Moving to smaller, more manageable properties

· Staying warm – grants for insulation and double glazing

· Is homelessness an issue in older age?

· Care in the Community – is it available and who qualifies for services?

· Use of modern technology to enable independence

· Loneliness and isolation

Built and Natural Environment

Older people considered how young people might feel towards the environment, both the built-up areas and natural landscape. A summary of their ideas is listed below:

· Need for more facilities in residential areas, not on the outskirts to integrate communities

· Young people worry about the future, especially the impact of global warming

· Young people wanted more opportunities to play and explore in informal ways, as well as structured facilities, that are appropriate for their age

· Children and young people perceive the places they want to use (public highways, parks, town centres) as unsafe and that getting to certain spaces designed for them also presents safety issues

· People in their older teens just want space and freedom

· Developments are planned around other people, either very young children or adults

· There is confusion about where young people are ‘allowed’ to go

· Young people do not understand why new developments take ten years

· Children and young people are concerned about what the place they live in looks like – their perceptions of what looks nice may be different to older people (e.g. spray can art versus floral arrangements)

· Section 30 orders to disperse groups make some areas out of bounds

· What about buildings and places for 8 – 13 year olds? There are places for teenagers and young children, but often a lack of facilities for those between the two age groups

Youth council representatives added that while parks are ideal to meet in because they are free, they are put off using them as they worry that people will automatically think they are ‘up to no good’.

Children and Young People

Young people considered the issues that older people might have with regards to children. The concerns they raised are summarised below:

· The stereotypes of young people are of hoodies and vandals, largely influenced by the media. This sparks a fear into the older generation

· Older people think that parents are too lenient on their children and need to be more responsible for their behaviour

· Grandparents and grandchildren often live a long way from each other – although often the relationship they do have is a good one

· Children and older people do not mix much

Economy – job, careers, money issues
Older people considered the issues that young people might face as they enter the world of further education, training and employment, particularly in an area like North Devon. They also considered money matters:

· There are not enough positive role models for young people to follow

· There are not enough apprenticeships for young people

· Aspirations for successful careers may be limited by perceived lack of opportunity

· Pay in North Devon is low

· Job options in North Devon are low and many young people often need to consider whether to move to pursue opportunities

· University is too expensive – young people do not want to be saddled with debt as they enter the working world

· Leisure activities are too expensive and prevent young people from using them – getting to them also requires transport costs, which adds to the total price

· Working outside office hours, which is a feature of the tourist industry, dramatically increases the cost to get to and from part-time work outside of college hours

· Graduates don’t have many prospects in North Devon and have to leave, which causes a ‘brain drain’.

· There is pressure to follow an academic route

· Nobody tells young people how to manage money effectively

Barnstaple Youth Council expanded this discussion by adding that there is a lack of jobs in new sectors e.g. IT
General Discussion

Barnstaple is quite large and the consensus of the room was that it had lost its sense of community. We need to reconnect people with their place to foster ownership and belonging.

It was felt that there is a power imbalance between young people and adults that needs to be bridged. However, it was noted that older people can feel powerless too by believing they have lost their worth to society. 

There is an image that older people cannot interact in society, whether that be physically, socially or mentally. This pushes them to the periphery. The age divide is played on, which distances people from one another.

Too much of what the press says about young people is about what they do wrong – what about all the good stuff? Youths as a group are too easily lumped together in the media. Blame is attributed to a group based on the fact they are youths. The press would not address all adults in the same way. 

Youth councillors also expressed their concern at the lack of local activities, which means they have to travel to other towns to try new things.

Actions 

The Alliance members present at the meeting agreed the following actions:

	Action
	Timescale

	Send report to attendees and other Barnstaple Alliance members as a record of the event
	April 2008

	Arrange an intergenerational event with participants from Barnstaple Youth Council and the Senior Council at Yeo Valley School
	June 2008

	Investigate ways to enhance communication between younger and older people on a more regular basis
	December 2008

	Explore ways for young people to generate their own activities that are free to do
	August 2008

	Say hello to young and old people!
	Ongoing

	Involve younger and older people in design of built and open spaces e.g. developer consultation
	Ongoing, when new developments are considered

	Tell the story of place through intergenerational work, such as that of Forches Film Project
	January 2009

	Start a skills exchange between older and young people e.g. older people teaching younger people to cook, younger people teaching older people how to use mobile phones
	September 2008

	Have a joint page for the Senior and Youth Councils in the next Our Town magazine
	July 2008


Feedback

If you would like to be more involved in intergenerational work in the Barnstaple area, or would like to feedback your comments of the event or this report, please contact:

Barnstaple Alliance

C/o Rachael Allen

Community Development Co-ordinator

North Devon Council

Civic Centre

North Walk

Barnstaple

Devon EX31 1EA

Alternatively, you can visit the website: www.devon.gov.uk/barnstaple and click on the link for ‘Our Town’, which has a contact page where you can leave comments.
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