
THE TED HUGHES POETRY TRAIL AT 
STOVER   COUNTRY   PARK 

The Ted Hughes Poetry Trail has been created at Stover 
Country Park to celebrate his poetry and long-standing links 
with Devon.

Visitors to the Trail can read examples of Hughes' finest poems 
relating to the natural world.  These poems have been chosen 
with the help of Carol Hughes to relate to the wildlife to be seen 
and heard around the Country Park. 

There is also a short Children's Poetry Trail which lets families 
share together some of Ted Hughes' most memorable poems 
about the world of animals, some of which are illustrated by 
Raymond Briggs, and we gratefully acknowledge his 
generosity in allowing us to reproduce the drawings here.

The Ted Hughes Poetry Trail was created by Devon County 
Council in 2006.  The project has been supported by English 
Nature, the Big Lottery Fund and WBB Minerals.

The poetry of Ted Hughes has brought us closer to the workings of the natural 
world than any other English poet.  From his remarkable debut, The Hawk in the 
Rain (1957) until his death in 1998, Ted Hughes was a colossal presence in the 
English literary landscape.  He became Poet Laureate in 1984.  His published 
works, most recently his Collected Poems (2003) and his Collected Poems for 
Children (2005), ensure that his unique voice remains an inspiration to us now 
and to future generations.

Life in Devon   

Ted Hughes was born in 
Mytholmroyd, Yorkshire in 1930.  
He moved in 1961 to the very 
different landscape of North Devon 
and lived there, within sight of 
Dartmoor, for the rest of his life.  
From his early childhood he 
developed a passion for the 
outdoors, in particular through the 
hunting expeditions instigated by his 
elder brother Gerald.  It is this first-
hand fascination with nature that 
informs his writing. 

As a child, he learnt to fish in the 
local canal and later in Devon 
delighted in fishing the great rivers 
of the Taw, the Torridge, the Exe and 
the Dart.  He cared deeply for the 
conditions of the riverways, both in 
Devon and beyond, and 
characteristically channelled his 
passion into action: in this instance, 
he was instrumental in founding the 

The Ted Hughes Poetry Trail was created by Devon County 
Council with the help and support of English Nature, the 
Big Lottery Fund and WBB Minerals.

Ted Hughes - guardian spirit of land and language

Westcountry Rivers Trust.

In the 1970s Ted Hughes worked a 
small farm to the north of Dartmoor.  
He described his experience of 
farming and this particular moment in 
farming life - just shy of the massive 
changes that hit agriculture at the end 
of the twentieth century - in the poems 
that became Moortown Diary (1979).

In the same period he also published a 
wonderful collection for children, 
Season Songs (1976), celebrating the 
burgeoning and passing of a year in 
the countryside.  These poems 
demonstrate in their undiminished 
imaginative rigour, even in their 
lightness of touch and their playful 
humour, just how seriously he took his 
writing for children.  His story The 
Iron Man has become a classic 
fairytale for our times and was made 
into an animated film in 1999.
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most truly define our being.

“Long after I am gone,” Ted Hughes 
wrote of his poem 'The Thought-
Fox', “as long as a copy of the poem 
exists, every time anyone reads it the 
fox will get up somewhere out in 
the darkness and come walking 
towards them.”
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For further information, or directions, contact:

Stover Country Park
Stover
Newton Abbot
Devon TQ12 6QG
Tel: 01626 835236
www.devon.gov.uk
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