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7 CULTURAL HERITAGE AND ARCHAEOLOGY 

7.1 Introduction 
 
7.1.1 This Chapter reports on the predicted effects of the Scheme on cultural heritage and 

archaeology. 
 
7.2  Background 
 
7.2.1 Baseline cultural heritage data consists of studies undertaken on behalf of the 

Highways Agency between 1992 and 1994, and further surveys and reports 
undertaken on behalf of Devon County Council and Torbay Council from 2002.  

 
7.2.2 The original Archaeological Impact Assessment and mitigation strategy for the A380 

Kingskerswell Bypass was compiled in 1992. The work undertaken comprised: 
 

• Desk-based study 
• Fieldwalking 

• Test-pitting 

• Earthwork survey 
• Trial trenching (2 sites) 

 
7.2.3 These examined a study area 120m wide, centred on the then preferred route. 

Access was gained to most parts of the route, although access was not possible for 
any form of survey in a total of 14 fields. 

 
7.2.4 The assessment initially identified a total of 11 archaeological sites/features (KIN-01 – 

11), comprising earthwork remains of strip fields and orchards, parish boundaries – 
including one marked by a boundary stone – and sunken lanes. A further 
archaeological site was located during geotechnical investigations at Aller Cross 
(KIN-12). Overall, the 1992 assessment indicated a low level of archaeological 
activity across the study area. 

 
7.2.5 The status of the 12 identified sites/features was assessed according to the grades 

set out in DMRB (Vol 11 section 3 pt 2 ch 3) and the categories identified in the Brief 
of the Secretary of State’s Requirements for Archaeological Services. Archaeological 
mitigation proposals were put forward according to this assessment, including: 
 
• Measures to preserve archaeological remains 
• Archaeological works to be undertaken in advance of road construction 
• Archaeological works to be undertaken during road construction. 

 
7.2.6 In order to ensure maximum understanding of the baseline conditions and produce a 

revised Archaeological Impact Assessment (AIA) in accordance with requirements 
outlined by the Devon County Archaeological Officer, the following surveys were 
undertaken from 2002: 

 
• Updated desk-based assessment; 
• Expanded geophysical survey; 
• Examination of any further test pit and other geotechnical results; 
• Examination of palaeo-environmental potential; 
• Further evaluation work; and 
• Preparation of a revised archaeological impact assessment report. 
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7.3  Assessment Methodology 

7.3.1 The methodology for assessing the potential effects of road schemes on 
archaeological remains and historic buildings is set out in the Design Manual for 
Roads and Bridges (DMRB) Volume 11, Parts 2 and 3 (HA 1994). The information 
collected for the purposes of an Environmental Statement using the approach set out 
in DMRB for a Stage 3 Assessment is considered adequate for the purposes of 
scheme appraisal following Transport Analysis Guidance (TAG) ( DfT 2004). 

 
7.3.2 The assessment has been prepared following the framework set out in DMRB 

Volume 11, Stages of Archaeological Assessment, for a Stage 3 archaeological 
assessment. The objectives of the assessment are as follows: 
 
• Identify and locate known archaeological sites, Listed Buildings and 

Conservation Areas within the Study Area 
• Assess the potential for unrecorded archaeological remains 
• Assess the direct and indirect effects of the Scheme upon the historic 

environment 
• Propose any appropriate mitigation and enhancement measures which could be 

taken to avoid, reduce or remedy any adverse effects identified 
• Assess the significance of the effects taking into account the proposed 

mitigation and enhancement measures. 
 

Study Area 

7.3.3 In accordance with DMRB Volume 11, Section 3, Part 2, baseline cultural heritage 
conditions have been established within a Study Area up to 50m beyond the 
boundary of the Scheme. Archaeological sites and monuments beyond the Study 
Area have also been considered where these assist in defining the character of the 
cultural heritage resource within the Study Area. The Study Area is shown on Figures 
7.0a and 7.0b. 

 
Data Sources and Surveys 

7.3.4 Data from the following sources, including documentary information, air photographs 
and historic and modern mapping, have been reviewed: 
 
• Devon Sites and Monuments Record (DSMR) 
• Torbay Sites and Monuments Record 
• Devon County Record Office 
• Centre for Devon Studies (Exeter) 
• National Monuments Record Centre, Swindon (NMRC) 
• Devon Historic Landscape Characterisation 
• Kingskerswell Conservation Area Character Statement 

 
 
7.3.5 Site inspections to identify any archaeological or historical features not otherwise 

noted from primary or published sources, and to record attributes of hedgerow 
boundaries shown on parish tithe maps, were also undertaken. 

 
Consultations 

7.3.6 The Devon County Archaeologist and the Conservation Officers for Torbay Council 
and Teignbridge District Council have been consulted with regard to the scope and 
method of the assessment and the findings of the Environmental Assessment.  
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7.4 Baseline Conditions 

7.4.1 A total of 68 sites or findspots within or close to the Study Area has been identified. A 
schedule of these sites and findspots is presented in Appendix 7.1, and their 
locations plotted in relation to the Study Area in Figures 7.0a and 7.0b. 

 
7.4.2 There is generally a low level of archaeological information regarding the Scheme. 

However, this paucity of data reflects a lack of previous fieldwork within a landscape 
dominated by permanent pasture, rather than any absence of archaeological 
evidence. 

 
Designated Sites and Monuments 

 
7.4.3 The easternmost extremity of the Scheduled prehistoric field systems and settlement 

on Kerswell Down (SM 36029) extends into the Study Area south of Foredown 
Kennels. The Scheduled ruins of Kingskerswell Manor (15;SM 34450) lie immediately 
beyond the Study Area within the Kingskerswell Conservation Area (see below).  The 
Iron Age hillfort on Milber Down (8) is also a Scheduled Monument (Devon 115) and 
commands views across the Scheme corridor.  

 
7.4.4 Beyond the Study Area at Penn Inn, Forde House (38) is Listed Grade I and lies 

within 200m of the Scheme. Within the Study Area, St Luke’s Church in Milber (64) 
and the Barn Owl Inn at Aller (65) are Listed Grade II. 

 
7.4.5 The Kingskerswell Conservation Area lies to the east of and partly within the Study 

Area.  Extensions to the Conservation Area to the east, north, west and south are 
proposed to protect the setting of key elements of the Conservation Area from 
inappropriate development. The draft Kingskerswell Conservation Area Character 
Statement identifies an area centred on the Church and Manor ruins as an area of 
Archaeological Potential; this lies partly within the Study Area. 

 
7.4.6 The Conservation Area contains 10 Listed Buildings or structures.  The Church of St 

Mary (18) is Listed Grade II* and four headstones in the churchyard are Listed Grade 
II (19-22).  North-west of the church, the ruins of the Manor House (15), a Scheduled 
Monument, are also Listed Grade II.  Four further buildings are Listed Grade II; of 
these, Foredown Farmhouse (39) and Rock House, Maddacombe Road (55) lie 
within 50m of the Scheme.  A further four Grade II Listed structures are located within 
the proposed extension to the Conservation Area (59-61, 66), with two immediately 
adjacent to it (57, 68). 

 
7.4.7 To the south of the Conservation Area, Tor Hill Cottage (46) and the United Reform 

Church (47) are also Listed Grade II. 
 

Historic Landscape 

7.4.8 The historic landscape along the Scheme (south of the built-up area of Newton 
Abbot) comprises a largely pastoral enclosed landscape with small to medium sized, 
typically irregular fields almost exclusively bounded by substantial, often banked, 
hedgerows. The majority of these boundaries are shown on the 1840 Tithe map and 
may be considered important under the Hedgerow Regulations 1997.  

 
7.4.9 The Devon Historic Landscape Characterisation indicates that the enclosure 

landscape north of Yannon Lane and south of Kingskerswell is mostly of post-
medieval origin, whilst that to the west of Kingskerswell is predominantly modern.  
Earthwork remnants of prehistoric field systems are preserved within woodland on 
Kerswell Down (6; see above), while elements of the medieval pre-enclosure 
landscape can be discerned in the form of strip fields south of Elmcroft (27) and 
Stokeleigh Farm (32). Sunken lanes of likely medieval origin climb the slopes to 
Kerswell Down at Yannon Lane (30) and Old Newton Road (31), west of 
Kingskerswell; two others survive disused to the south of Kingskerswell and at 
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Edginswell (28-9). Further north, a boundary stone recorded on the DSMR on Old 
Newton Road marked the former parish boundary between Kingskerswell and 
Abbotskerswell (25), although the stone itself cannot now be located. The Scheme 
would cross two other parish boundaries, between the Kerswells and Torbay (24) and 
Haccombe with Combe (26), the latter being marked by a bank. 

 
Earlier prehistoric (500,000 – 2,400 BC) 

 
7.4.10 There is very little evidence of earlier prehistoric activity within the Study Area or its 

environs, although a fluvially redeposited Palaeolithic flint flake has been found in the 
river gravels of the Aller Valley north of Aller Cross (1). No sites or finds of Mesolithic 
or Neolithic date are recorded within the Study Area or its immediate environs. 

 
Bronze Age (2,400 – 700 BC) 

 
7.4.11 Within the Study Area, there are occasional, sporadic occurrences of prehistoric 

artefacts, principally struck flint flakes and tools consistent with a later prehistoric or 
Bronze Age date (2, 3, 5). A boundary ditch of prehistoric date was identified during 
trial trenching south of Elmcroft Nursery (4). Beyond the Study Area, the Kerswell 
Down prehistoric field system (6) and the Iron Age hillfort at Milber Down (8) attest to 
the presence of a substantial population, which is likely to have utilised the land and 
resources of the Aller Valley during later prehistoric times.  

 
Iron Age (700 BC – AD 43) 

 
7.4.12 Evidence of significant Middle Iron Age settlement activity, comprising pottery sherds 

within a subsoil layer and found residually within Roman features, has been identified 
in soils underlying Roman deposits at Aller Cross (9). Occupation of Late Iron Age 
date is attested locally by the construction of a multi-vallate hillfort at Milber Down. 

 
Roman (AD 43 – 410) 

 
7.4.13 Roman settlement evidence of the 1st-4th centuries AD was identified at Aller Cross 

(9) in 1992 during monitoring of geotechnical works, and subsequently sample-
excavated by trial trench. Sherds of Roman pottery were also recovered from 
adjacent fields. The majority of archaeological deposits within the site remain in situ, 
and there is a high potential for evidence of the site layout and function to survive. 
Other local discoveries of Roman date attest to more widespread occupation, 
including a hoard of over 2000 coins found on Kerswell Down (11).  

 
Anglo-Saxon (AD 410 – 1,066) 

 
7.4.14 There is no firm evidence for the presence of post-Roman or Anglo-Saxon 

archaeological remains within or near the Study Area, although both Kingskerswell 
and Edginswell (13) are recorded in the Domesday book as part of the royal 
demesne, i.e.  land formerly owned by the Saxon kings and retained by the Norman 
monarchs subsequent to the invasion of 1066. At Kingskerswell, the location of the 
later Church (18) and Manor House (15) within an ovoid enclosure at the heart of the 
village is typical of early settlement foundations in Devon; this area has been 
designated an Area of Archaeological Potential in the draft Local Plan. 

 
Medieval (AD 1,066 – 1,499) 

 
7.4.15 The Saxon settlement foundations of Edginswell and Kingskerswell continued 

through the medieval period. This saw increased pastoral enclosure of open fields on 
the valley bottom and sides as part of an informal, piecemeal process; relict strip 
fields are preserved within the enclosed landscape at several locations (17, 27, 32). 
The Aller floodplain would have served as seasonal pasture, and Kerswell Down as 
rough grazing. 
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7.4.16 Although there are no known medieval sites within the Study Area where the survival 

of remains has been confirmed through archaeological investigation, there is strong 
placename and documentary evidence for medieval occupation at several locations in 
and around the Study Area. The extant remains of the medieval manor house of 
Kingskerswell (15) survive adjacent to St Mary’s Church; archaeological evaluation 
has shown that the remains of the complex extend beyond those visible on the 
surface. The site is protected as a Scheduled Monument.  Two lynchets (earthwork 
banks) and a ditch at Edginswell (14) were investigated during the previous AIA and 
are likely to be of medieval or earlier date.  

 
Post-medieval and Modern (AD 1,500 – present) 

 
7.4.17 The post-medieval and modern periods saw the completion of the pastoral enclosure 

process on the steeper ground and the establishment of extensive cider orchards 
around Kingskerswell and Edginswell. Although the latter have since disappeared, 
the present landscape of small pasture fields enclosed by sinuous hedgebanks is little 
changed from that of the post-medieval period and contains several areas of remnant 
medieval elements.  The Scheme would cross a series of sunken lanes (28-31) and 
parish boundaries (24-26), one of which was formerly marked with a boundary stone 
on Old Newton Road (25) and another by a low bank (26). 

 
7.4.18 A number of buildings and structures in the Study Area are of historic interest. These 

include 18th and 19th century buildings and roadside milestones, both Listed and 
unlisted. At the extreme northern end of the Study Area, the remains of a stone built 
linney (or linhay, an agricultural building used for storage of hay or as shelter for 
livestock) are recorded on the DSMR (45). This appears to have been located within 
the bounds of the existing A380 highway land, and is assumed to no longer survive.   

 
7.4.19 The A380 from Newton Abbot to Torquay was formerly a turnpike road. A former Toll 

House (40) is recorded on the DSMR at Penn Inn Roundabout, but does not survive. 
A series of milestones along the road is mapped on the Ordnance Survey 6” series 
and recorded on the DSMR; a fourth milestone formerly existed south of the Study 
Area (41-3, 51).  

 
7.4.20 The Torquay branch of the South Devon Railway, later part of the Great Western 

Railway network, was opened in 1848. Two roadbridges over the line at 
Kingskerswell, east of the Study Area, are Listed Grade II (57, 59); one of these lies 
within the proposed extension to the Conservation Area.  At Aller Vale, Aller Cottages 
is a terrace of 6 dwellings built to house railway workers (62) and visible on the 1888-
90 1st Series Ordnance Survey Maps.  

 
Survey Results 

Auger Survey 

7.4.21 The auger survey comprised two transects positioned north of Aller Cross to record a 
profile of the Aller Brook floodplain where this would be crossed by the Scheme. 
Augering was conducted using a power auger to drive in a 1m long sample chamber 
in order to evaluate the palaeo-environmental and geo-archaeological potential of the 
floodplain deposits. 

 
7.4.22 A total of 13 auger holes was sunk to a maximum depth of 3m. The augered 

sequence comprised eroded local drift geology overlain by alluvial deposits. The 
upper alluvial deposits were shallow and non-organic. No peat or organic deposits 
were located. The location of the augering transects are shown on Figure 7.0a. 

 
7.4.23 The recorded sediments are highly mobile and transient, and probably do not 

represent a long timescale. No palaeo-channels or other features were recorded. The 
absence of peat or other organic deposits gives only very limited palaeo-
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environmental potential and there is little prospect of being able to date or otherwise 
relate any of the deposits recorded to known archaeological activity in the vicinity. 

 
Geophysical Survey 

7.4.24 The geophysical survey comprised magnetic scanning of the Study Area and 
additional areas likely to be directly impacted by construction work and ancillary 
works (where these were known at the time).  Areas of magnetic anomalies identified 
by the scanning considered to be of potential archaeological interest were subject to 
detailed magnetometer (gradiometer) survey. 

 
7.4.25 A total of 30ha was surveyed by magnetic scanning, with a total of 2.8ha of detailed 

magnetometer survey comprising 9 blocks targeted on anomalies of possible 
archaeological origin detected during the scanning, as shown in Table 7.1. The 
location of the areas are shown on Figures 7.0a and 7.0b. 

 
Table 7.1 Possible Archaeological Sites Detected by Geophysical Survey 

 
Area Location Description 
1 North of Aller Cross Possible linear features 
2 East of Aller Cross Incoherent anomalies associated with 

earthworks 
3 South of Elmcroft Nursery Possible curvilinear and rectilinear 

enclosures to north of trackway 
4 North of Yannon Lane Possible pit features on edge of steeply 

sloping land 
5 South of Yannon Lane Weak linear trends suggest possible 

enclosures on prominent topographic 
situation on edge of Kerswell Down 

6 Off Edginswell Lane, 
north of stream 

Possible enclosures 

7 Off Edginswell Lane, 
south of stream 

Anomalies probably related to stream (non-
archaeological) 

8 North of Stokeleigh Farm Anomalies due to extant ridges of former 
orchard 

9 Off Edginswell Lane Linear anomaly - former field boundary 
 

Trial trenching 

7.4.26 Fourteen evaluation trenches were excavated in July 2003 and a further four in 
February 2004, targeted within seven of the areas previously subject to detailed 
geophysical survey. No trenching could be undertaken in Area 2 as access was not 
available, whilst in Area 7 the survey results were interpreted as being non-
archaeological or modern in origin. The locations of all trenches are shown on 
Figures 7.0a and 7.0b. 

 
7.4.27 Archaeological remains were found in three of the trenched Areas. A single north-

east/south-west aligned ditch of indeterminate date, corresponding to a large 
curvilinear geophysical anomaly was identified south of Elmcroft (Area 3). Off 
Edginswell Lane (Area 9), a deep, broad V-shaped ditch corresponding to a boundary 
on the 1841 Tithe Map, and a smaller ditch running parallel to it, were located.  

 
7.4.28 In Area 6, near the junction of Edginswell Lane and Yon Street, evidence for a 

medieval building on an earthwork platform or terrace adjacent to Edginswell Lane, 
together with possible traces of Roman ironworking, were found (Plot 1). Possible 
traces of further building platforms were observed in the adjacent, northern, field (Plot 
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2). To obtain more information, a second phase of trial trenching was undertaken in 
Area 6 in February 2004. Two further trenches were excavated adjacent to the 
original trenches in Plot 1, and two trenches examined the possible building platforms 
in Plot 2 (Wessex Archaeology 2004). A rough stone facing was noted around the 
edge of the building platform in Plot 1. In Plot 2, a possible rough stone foundation 
was found. Both these features were associated with medieval and post-medieval 
pottery; only small quantities of finds were recovered suggesting either that activity on 
the site was not intense or that the uses of the buildings and open spaces were 
agricultural. Negligible evidence for ironworking was found. 

 
7.4.29 No archaeological remains were found in trenches excavated (2003) immediately to 

the north of the known Middle Iron Age and Roman site at Aller Cross (Area 1). 
 
7.5  Features Potentially Affected by the Scheme 

7.5.1 This section identifies the known cultural heritage sites and features that would be 
affected by the Scheme. Sites are described in chainage order (i.e. distance from the 
northern end of the scheme, measured in metres). Refer to Figures 1.0, 7.0a and 
7.0b. 

 
Penn Inn to Aller 

 
7.5.2 The Scheme would follow the existing A380 through the modern built-up landscape of 

the Newton Abbot suburbs, with watermeadows of medieval origin west of the 
railway. 

 
7.5.3 At Penn Inn roundabout, the locations of Holy Well (16), a turnpike toll gate (40) and 

a milestone (41) are recorded adjacent to the existing road. There is no visible trace 
of any of these features, and it is unlikely that the Scheme would affect any surviving 
remains. 

 
7.5.4 In Milber, the Grade II Listed St Luke’s Church lies immediately adjacent to the 

existing road (64). 
 
7.5.5 Immediately west of the existing road at ch. 2300, opposite Royal Aller Vale Quarry, 

numbers 1-6 Aller Cottages (62), a terrace built to house railway workers, would be 
demolished. The Scheme here would cross the parish boundary between 
Kingskerswell and Haccombe with Combe, which is recorded as a low bank and 
hedge (26). 

 
Aller to Yannon Lane 

 
7.5.6 In this section, the Scheme would cross a post-medieval enclosed landscape 

incorporating traces of earlier strip fields and former orchards, rising from the Aller 
floodplain to higher ground south of Aller Cross. Auger survey across the floodplain 
confirmed that the sediments recorded were highly mobile and comparatively recent 
in origin, and offer no palaeo-environmental potential.  

 
7.5.7 From the proposed new junction at Aller, the new road would cross the Torquay 

railway line within 200m of the Grade II Listed Barn Owl Inn (65).  South-east of the 
new junction, a milestone is marked on OS maps on the existing A380 into 
Kingskerswell (43). The survival of the feature has not been verified. 

 
7.5.8 At Aller Cross, the Scheme would pass directly over the Iron Age and Romano-British 

site located in 1992 (9). The site is situated on a prominent Greensand knoll; the 
Roman evidence is consistent with a military origin, which, if confirmed, would be of 
regional importance. The 1992 investigations suggest that the site may be relatively 
confined; the 2003 investigations did not identify any associated evidence downslope 
to the north: it is possible that the complete extent of the remains lies within the 
junction trace. 
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7.5.9 Properties at Hazel Bank, Elmsleigh, and Elmcroft would all be demolished. 
 
7.5.10 A boundary stone marking the former parish boundary between Kingskerswell and 

Abbotskerswell at Elmsleigh on Old Newton Road (25) was not visible in its recorded 
location at the time of the 2002 site inspection. 

 
7.5.11 South of Elmcroft the Scheme would cross a block of 6 fields believed to be remnants 

of medieval pre-enclosure strip fields (27). Within this area, trial trenching (4) located 
a shallow ditch thought to be a prehistoric field boundary. 

 
7.5.12 The Scheme would cross a deeply sunken lane running north-west from High View 

on Old Newton Road (31). The lane is used as a driveway to properties to the east of 
the trace, but is substantially overgrown within the trace.  

 
Yannon Lane to Edginswell Lane 

 
7.5.13 The Scheme would pass between Kerswell Down and Kingskerswell, an area of 

predominantly late (modern) enclosures with some medieval survivals and extensive 
areas of former post-medieval orchards around the medieval settlement of 
Kingskerswell. 

 
7.5.14 Yannon Lane is a well-preserved sunken lane with banks varying from 1-2m in height 

within the trace, in occasional use as a farm track but generally very overgrown (30). 
 
7.5.15 The Scheme passes within approximately 50m of the Kingskerswell Conservation 

Area, the proposed extension of which extends up to the Maddacombe Road 
Overbridge. The Conservation Area contains one Scheduled Monument, ten Listed 
Buildings or structures and an Area of Archaeological Potential; a number of 
additional structures make a positive contribution to the character of the Conservation 
Area. 

 
7.5.16 The road would be in an asymmetric cutting north-west of Kingskerswell, and this 

would have an effect on the setting of the Conservation Area as a whole.  However, 
proposed landscape mitigation comprising a false cutting and screen planting would 
substantially exclude visual intrusion into the settings of the Scheduled Monument 
and individual Listed Buildings.  

 
7.5.17 The Grade II Listed Foredown Farmhouse (39) and Rock House (55) lie within 50m of 

the trace. Although the main carriageway would be screened from both houses, the 
Maddacombe Road Overbridge would be visible. 

 
7.5.18 The Grade II* Listed St Mary’s Church (18) lies 200m from the trace. Again, the main 

carriageway would be screened, but the Maddacombe Road Overbridge would be 
visible from the church. There would be no views of the road from the nearby Manor 
ruins (15). 

 
7.5.19 Two Grade II Listed bridges over the railway, Dobbin Arch (57) and Rose Hill Bridge 

(59), lie approximately 500m or more from the Scheme.  The top of the proposed 
cutting west of Kingskerswell would be visible from these structures. 

 
7.5.20 The Scheme also passes within 50m of the easternmost extent of the Scheduled field 

system on Kerswell Down (6).  The Maddacombe Road Overbridge, the proposed 
Kerswell Down car park and the top of the main bypass cutting would all lie close to 
the Scheduled area.  Although the extant earthworks lie upslope within woodland and 
views of the Scheme would be restricted, some additional noise intrusion might be 
expected.   

 
7.5.21 South of Maddacombe Road the Scheme would cross a small enclosed field of likely 

medieval origin in which contour lynchets are visible at the top of the slope, south of 

November 2004 7-8 



A380 Kingskerswell Bypass 
Environmental Statement – Volume 2 

Devon County Council
Torbay Council

 
the trace (17). Further south, the route would cross a field named ‘Pit Park’, a 
possible reference to a former quarry (44). 

 
7.5.22 At Yon Street, the Scheme would pass immediately south of the Grade II Listed 

United Reformed Church (47) and within 70m of Tor Hill Cottage at 2 Greenhill Road 
(46), which is also Grade II Listed.  Construction of the Yon Street Overbridge would 
require the demolition of The Cott, 8 Yon Street (63).  Construction of the Edginswell 
Stream open channel diversion would take place adjacent to the Grade II Listed 
Daccabridge (68) and would require the demolition of 53 Daccabridge Road and its 
adjacent garage (67). 

 
Edginswell Lane to Torbay Ring Road 

 
7.5.23 From an area of medieval enclosures south of Kingskerswell the Scheme would cross 

a predominantly post-medieval enclosed landscape along the fringes of the Aller 
floodplain, with a single field of former orchards. 

 
7.5.24 Off Edginswell Lane, the site of a medieval building and associated earthwork 

terraces lies within the trace (23). Trial trenching suggests that the site may be an 
agricultural building of 13th-14th century origin, although some post-medieval material 
was found; the building is not marked on the 1840 tithe map. Very limited evidence of 
metalworking of probable Roman date was also found within the trace. Although the 
medieval building is on the edge of the trace, earthworks in this area would directly 
affect the site. 

 
7.5.25 A former continuation of Gourders Lane extends across the trace as a disused and 

overgrown sunken lane (29). 
 
7.5.26 A small field containing 10 shallow parallel furrows was formerly an orchard (37). Trial 

trenching (Area 8) did not identify any additional archaeological features. 
 
7.5.27 South of this, the Scheme would cross the eastern edge of a block of 5 fields thought 

to be remnants of pre-enclosure medieval strip fields (32). 
 
7.5.28 At the southern extent of the Scheme, the trace crosses the parish boundary between 

Kerswells and Torbay (formerly Kingskerswell and St Marychurch) (24). South of this, 
trial trenching located (56) a substantial ditch containing worked flint of Neolithic or 
Bronze Age date. The feature was orientated north-east to south-west across the 
trace and corresponds to a field boundary marked on the 1841 Tithe map. A 
boundary stone at Parson’s Bridge (50) is situated on the edge of the trace. 

 
7.6 Mitigation 

Detailed Development of the Scheme 

7.6.1 During the development of the Scheme design, consideration has been given to the 
need to modify the design in order to mitigate potential effects on the historic 
environment in the following ways: 
 
• Avoidance of effects on nationally important archaeological remains 
• Appropriate landscape proposals to minimise visual and noise intrusion effects 

on the character of the Kingskerswell Conservation Area and its proposed 
extension, and the settings of Listed Buildings within the Conservation Area and 
beyond 

 
Avoidance  

7.6.2 No nationally important archaeological remains have been identified within the trace. 
The Iron Age/ Romano-British site at Aller Cross is considered to be of county or 
regional importance, whilst the medieval building off Edginswell Lane south of 
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Kingskerswell is of local importance. All other known features that would be directly 
affected by the Scheme, including buried features, parish boundaries and sunken 
lanes are considered to be of minor, local importance. 

 
7.6.3 No Listed Buildings would be directly affected by the Scheme; landscape mitigation is 

proposed in respect of indirect effects (see below). The buildings that would be 
demolished are of no particular architectural or historic significance and are not 
Listed. 

 
Landscape Mitigation 

7.6.4 The construction of the Scheme in an asymmetric cutting west of Kingskerswell would 
affect the setting of the Conservation Area as a whole and of individual buildings 
within it. Careful consideration has been given to the design of landscape measures 
to conceal the sight and sound of the road from Kingskerswell, using false cuttings 
and landscape planting. Although the construction of the Scheme would inevitably 
alter the setting of the Conservation Area, the landscape design has been developed 
to preserve the rural character of the village and protect the settings of the Scheduled 
manor ruins and Listed Buildings to the greatest possible extent. 

 
Archaeological Evaluation 

 
7.6.5 A comprehensive programme of archaeological assessment has entailed desk-based 

research and field surveys designed to identify and investigate areas of 
archaeological potential along the Scheme. The entire trace has been subject to 
geophysical survey and available land has been investigated by fieldwalking and test-
pitting. Possible sites located by these surveys have been investigated by trial 
trenching; access was refused to only one field. Investigation into the sedimentary 
sequence across the Aller floodplain indicates that no deposits of palaeo-
environmental potential would be affected by the Scheme.  

 
7.6.6 It is considered that the results of the archaeological programme provide a sound 

basis for the prediction of archaeological remains along the route without the need for 
further archaeological field evaluation. 

 
7.6.7 Further archaeological fieldwork will be undertaken during the construction phase in 

order to record archaeological sites and features that would be directly affected by 
the Scheme.  

 
7.7 Mitigation Measures to be Included During Scheme Construction 
 

Aims and Objectives 

7.7.1  The archaeological aims of the proposed mitigation are to: 
 

• Minimise the physical effect of the Scheme on the visible and buried cultural 
heritage resource as far as is reasonably practicable 

• Maximise the positive research benefits to be gained from a structured 
programme of archaeological investigation 

 
Archaeological Strategy 

7.7.2 The proposed strategy for the mitigation of construction effects on the known 
archaeological resource is set out below and summarised in Table 7.2. Mitigation will 
take one or more of several forms of archaeological fieldwork, depending on the 
requirements of different archaeological sites or sections of the Scheme, and will 
consider areas for construction and mitigation works, both temporary and permanent. 
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Archaeological Excavation  

 
7.7.3 This is a targeted piece of fieldwork designed to excavate and record archaeological 

remains in a clearly defined area of the Scheme, in order to achieve particular 
archaeological objectives. The work must be completed before construction can 
commence. Archaeological excavation is only proposed at one site, the Iron 
Age/Romano-British site at Aller Cross. 

Strip, Map and Sample (SMS) 

7.7.4 This is a flexible fieldwork approach of particular value where the presence of 
archaeological remains is known but the extent of areas requiring archaeological 
excavation is unclear. Topsoil would be stripped under archaeological control, over a 
defined area, in order to carefully expose archaeological remains. This is undertaken 
prior to the main earthworks programme in order to allow sufficient time for 
archaeological recording. The scope of work appropriate to record remains exposed 
would be agreed on site with the County Archaeologist and implemented 
immediately. 

 
7.7.5 SMS is proposed at two sites, the area of the prehistoric field boundary south of 

Elmscroft Nursery and the medieval building at Edginswell Lane North. 
 

Earthwork Survey  
 
7.7.6 The Scheme crosses three sunken lanes and a parish boundary marked by an 

earthwork. Aspects of interest that may be preserved associated with these features 
include bank construction, walling, road surfaces and drainage ditches; there may 
also be some potential for recording and sampling of any buried former land surfaces 
preserved beneath the banks.  

 
7.7.7 It is proposed that a permanent record be made of these historic landscape features 

prior to the commencement of construction. The affected sections of these features 
would be recorded by means of a digital measured survey and photographic record, 
followed by the mechanical excavation and recording of a single section across each 
feature. Further recording of the extent of buried remains would be undertaken by 
means of a watching brief during topsoil stripping (see below).  

 
7.7.8 In addition to these specific features, the Scheme would cross a pastoral landscape 

characterised by enclosures formed by hedgerows that are often associated with 
banks. Many of these may be deemed important under the Hedgerows Regulations 
1997 on historical criteria. It is proposed that a small selection of these hedgerows 
would be recorded prior to their loss in the same way as outlined for other earthwork 
features above. 

 
 Standing Building Recording 

7.7.9 The Scheme would result in the loss of a total of 11 standing buildings. Although 
none of these are of any particular architectural or historical importance, it is 
considered that numbers 1-6 Aller Cottages, The Cott, Yon Street and 53 
Daccabridge Road are of some minor, local interest. It is proposed that a permanent 
record be made of the latter buildings, prior to demolition. A photographic record 
together with a written descriptive record would be compiled in respect of each 
building.  

 
Watching Brief  

 
7.7.10 This is archaeological attendance during the earthworks and drainage phases of 

construction in parts of the route that have not been otherwise investigated as above. 
The work is intended to allow isolated archaeological remains of minor importance, 
together with any unexpected discoveries, to be recorded.  
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7.7.11 The geophysical survey, combined with the results of the previous programme of trial 

trenching, fieldwalking and test-pitting, suggests that isolated archaeological features 
of limited significance, mostly medieval strip fields and enclosures, may be 
encountered elsewhere along the route. It is proposed that the identification and 
recording of such features would be dealt with by means of an archaeological 
watching brief during topsoil strip. The programming of the topsoil strip for both 
construction and, where appropriate, mitigation areas would take account of the need 
to allow for archaeological recording of any remains. 

Relocation of Boundary Stone 

7.7.12 A boundary stone is recorded marking the former parish boundary between 
Kingskerswell and Abbotskerswell (ch. 3100). The stone was not visible during the 
2002 site inspection. If it can be located, it is proposed that the stone would be 
photographed in situ and then removed to temporary storage. Following completion of 
the Scheme, the stone would be relocated, if possible on the line of the parish 
boundary, beyond the Scheme. If appropriate relocation is not possible, 
arrangements would be made for the long-term curation of the stone as part of the 
project archive for deposition with the local museum. 

 
 Archaeological Method 
 
7.7.13 The same standards and practices would be applied to all archaeological remains, 

whether these are encountered during Detailed Excavation, SMS or watching brief, 
on any part of the route. All work would be undertaken in accordance with the 
Institute of Field Archaeologists’ Code of Conduct, Standards and Guidance for 
Archaeological Excavations and Standards and Guidance for Archaeological 
Watching Briefs, as appropriate.  

 
7.7.14 Written Schemes of Investigation (WSIs) for each mitigation area or technique would 

be prepared in advance and submitted to the County Archaeologist for approval. The 
WSIs would set out the research objectives and excavation strategy to be applied in 
each area. The objectives and strategy would be continuously reviewed during the 
course of each piece of fieldwork, in order to take account of the nature and 
significance of the remains revealed. The County Archaeologist would monitor the 
implementation of the overall mitigation strategy and the work set out in individual 
WSIs. The advice of English Heritage would be sought where appropriate. 

 
7.7.15 All stripped areas of the route, whether for Detailed Excavation, SMS or Watching 

Brief, would be subject to archaeological survey to produce a digital plan of all 
features exposed after removal of overburden. In areas of Detailed Excavation, 
archaeological investigation would be undertaken in accordance with the approved 
WSI. In areas of SMS, an appropriate strategy for excavation and recording would be 
identified following stripping; limited sample excavation would be undertaken as 
necessary to facilitate this, e.g. to confirm the date of remains. The sample to be 
excavated would be appropriate for the importance of the remains revealed and could 
include 100% excavation of particular types or groups of remains.  

 
7.7.16 Provision would be made for the recovery of samples from appropriate archaeological 

deposits recorded during the investigation for artefactual, economic and 
environmental data. Samples of suitable material would be retained for radiocarbon 
dating where contexts cannot be closely dated by artefactual or other means.  

 
7.7.17 Analysis of finds and environmental samples would be undertaken to a level 

commensurate with the research objectives as set out in individual WSIs.  
 
7.7.18 It is intended that the project archive, including written, drawn, photographic and 

material elements would be deposited with the Royal Albert Museum, Exeter, upon 
completion of the post-fieldwork programme.  
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7.7.19 Following completion of the fieldwork, an assessment report would be prepared in 

accordance with the standards set out in Appendices 4 and 5 of the document 
Management of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage 1991). The assessment 
report would present detailed proposals for further analysis, report production, 
publication and archiving, along with the strategies, resources and programme 
necessary to carry out such work. 

 
Mechanical Excavation 

 
7.7.20 In areas identified for Detailed Excavation and SMS, topsoil and overburden would be 

removed using a 360º excavator fitted with a toothless bucket, working under the 
continuous direct supervision of one or more suitably experienced archaeologists. 
Topsoil and modern overburden would be removed in a series of level spits down to 
the top of the first significant archaeological horizon. 

 
7.7.21 Spoil would be removed clear of the archaeological site. Dump-trucks and other plant 

would not be permitted to track across stripped areas unless these have been 
declared clear of archaeological remains.  Plant would operate in defined and clearly 
marked haul routes that have either been declared clear of archaeological remains or 
where archaeological remains have been appropriately protected from damage.  

 
 Watching Brief 
 
7.7.22 This technique comprises archaeological monitoring of the mechanical removal of 

topsoil under the main earthworks contract, in order to identify any archaeological 
remains revealed. Any remains revealed are protected until their importance has 
been assessed. No specific programme window would be allowed for the recording of 
any remains. Isolated remains of limited significance would normally be recorded 
within the construction earthworks method and programme. The treatment of more 
extensive or important remains would be discussed with the County Archaeologist.  

 
 Dissemination of Results 
 
7.7.23 The assessment report would include proposals for the preparation of an academic 

report commensurate with the significance of the data recovered, for publication in an 
appropriate forum. In addition, it is anticipated that a separate popular publication 
would be produced aimed at a broad readership. 

 
7.7.24 On-going dissemination of results during fieldwork may be achieved by use of the 

web, on-site displays, site tours/visits (where permissible under Health and Safety 
legislation) and displays, presentations and materials at appropriate off-site venues. 

 
7.7.25 Public access would be encouraged where it is safe to do so (i.e. not under 

construction).  Access provision would be aimed at local schools and other 
educational organisations. Supporting materials would be produced to add value to 
school visits, to be targeted at appropriate elements of the National Curriculum. 

 
7.8 Environmental Effects 
 
 Methods of Assessment 
 
7.8.1 The assessment has taken into account the significance of the sites and the likely 

effect upon them to arrive at a judgement of the significance of the effect of the 
Scheme. A three-step process has been applied.  

 
Step 1 – Evaluation of the Cultural Heritage Resource 

 
7.8.2 The importance of cultural heritage features has been assessed using the Secretary 

of State’s non-statutory criteria for the scheduling of ancient monuments, as modified 
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by English Heritage as the basis for the designation of ancient monuments as part of 
its Monuments Protection Programme (MPP):  
 
• Documentation (archaeological) 
• Documentation (historical) 
• Group value (association) 
• Group value (clustering) 
• Survival 
• Diversity (features) 
• Potential 
• Amenity value 

 
7.8.3 A hierarchy of importance has been used broadly equating to the geographical 

categories defined in DMRB Vol. 11 Section 3 Part 2 Chapter 3, Archaeology 
(paragraph 3.4), as follows: 

 
Grading DMRB Grades of importance 

 
Very Important Sites of national importance, including Scheduled Monuments, or 

monuments in the process of being scheduled or that otherwise 
meet scheduling criteria; all Listed Buildings Grades I and II*; 
and Registered Historic Parks and Gardens Grades I and II*. 

Important Sites of importance within a regional or county context, including 
Conservation Areas, Grade II Listed Buildings and Registered 
Historic Parks and Gardens Grade II. 

Moderately 
Important 

Sites of importance within a District context. 

Minor Importance Sites of local importance. These sites may have been partially 
destroyed by past land use, whether by agricultural activity or 
previous built development. 

Not Important Sites that are so badly damaged that too little now remains to 
justify their inclusion in a higher grade. 

 
Step 2 – Assessment of Effect 

7.8.4 This is the identification of the degree of the effect of the Scheme. There is no 
standard scale of comparison against which the severity of impacts on cultural 
heritage may be judged, because of the great variety of resources and receptors. 
Severity of impacts has been judged taking into account their direct effect, their 
indirect effect on setting, and whether they are temporary or permanent. The 
cumulative effect of separate impacts has also been considered.  

 
7.8.5 Assessment of direct effects has considered the proportion of the feature affected 

and whether key characteristics would be affected. Assessment of indirect effects on 
setting refers to perceptible visual and aural (noise) effects that can be appreciated at 
a given time, and has been derived from that presented in the assessment of effects 
on Landscape (see Chapter 8.0 of this ES). 

 
7.8.6 The magnitude of impact (summation of direct and indirect) on the cultural heritage 

resource has been assigned one of the following descriptors, as used in TAG: 
 

• Large 
• Moderate 
• Slight 
• Negligible/none  

 
7.8.7 Impacts may be adverse or beneficial, hence a seven-point scale results, with 

Negligible/none as its centre point. The assessment of significance is a matter of 
professional judgement. 
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Step 3 – Derivation of Significance  
 

7.8.8 Significance is a product of the importance of the resource and the degree of the 
effect upon it. This can be illustrated transparently using a matrix (see below). The 
matrix principle assumes that the highest significance will be attributed to 
circumstances represented in the top left of the matrix and least significance to those 
occurring in the bottom right of the matrix.  

 
Magnitude 

of impact/ 

Importance 

of Resource 

Large  

Adverse 

Moderate 

Adverse 

Slight  

Adverse 

Negligible/ 

none 

Slight  

Beneficial 

Moderate  

Beneficial 

Large  

Beneficial 

Very  

Important 

Large  

Adverse 

Moderate 

Adverse 

Slight  

Adverse 

Neutral Slight  

Beneficial 

Moderate  

Beneficial 

Large  

Beneficial 

Important Large  

Adverse 

Moderate  

Adverse 

Slight  

Adverse 

Neutral Slight  

Beneficial 

Moderate  

Beneficial 

Large  

Beneficial 

Moderately 

Important 

Moderate 

Adverse 

Moderate 

Adverse 

Slight  

Adverse 

Neutral Slight  

Beneficial 

Moderate  

Beneficial 

Moderate  

Beneficial 

Minor  

Importance 

Slight  

Adverse 

Slight  

Adverse 

Neutral Neutral Neutral Slight  

Beneficial 

Slight  

Beneficial 

Not  

Important 

Neutral Neutral Neutral Neutral Neutral Neutral Neutral 

 
7.8.9 The significance criteria employed here are those defined in TAG Unit 3.3.9, Table 1 

Heritage of Historic Resources – Definitions of Overall Assessment Scores. The 
following criteria are applicable to the Scheme: 

 
7.8.10 Neutral Effect.  
 

The proposals:  
 

• are not in conflict with, and do not contribute to policies for the protection or 
enhancement of the heritage  

• maintain existing historic character in a landscape/townscape  
• have no appreciable impacts, either positive or negative, on any known or 

potential heritage assets  
• are a combination of slight positive and negative impacts, on locally significant 

aspects of the heritage  
• do not result in severance or loss of integrity, context or understanding within a 

Historic landscape 
 
7.8.11 Slight Adverse (negative) Effect 
 

The proposals would: 
 

• be in conflict with local policies for the protection of the local character of the 
heritage  

• have a detrimental impact on the context of regionally or locally significant 
assets, such that their integrity is compromised and appreciation and 
understanding of them is diminished  

• damage locally significant heritage features for which adequate mitigation can 
be specified  

• not fit well with the form, scale, pattern and character of a historic 
landscape/townscape/area 

 

November 2004 7-15 



A380 Kingskerswell Bypass 
Environmental Statement – Volume 2 

Devon County Council
Torbay Council

 
7.8.12 Moderate Adverse (negative) Effect 
 

The proposals would: 
 

• be out of scale with, or at odds with the scale, pattern or form of the heritage 
resource  

• be intrusive in the setting (context), and will adversely affect the appreciation 
and understanding of the characteristic heritage resource  

• be in conflict with local or regional policies for the protection of the heritage  
• be damaging to nationally significant heritage assets, resulting in loss of 

features such that their integrity is compromised, but not destroyed, and 
adequate mitigation has been specified  

• be a major direct impact on regionally or locally significant heritage, resulting in 
loss of features such that their integrity is substantially compromised, but 
adequate mitigation can be specified 

 
7.8.13 Large Adverse (negative) Effect 
 

The proposals would: 
 

• have a major direct impact on nationally significant heritage assets such that 
they are lost or their integrity is severely damaged  

• have a moderate direct impact on or compromise the wider setting of multiple 
nationally or regionally significant heritage assets, such that the cumulative 
impact would seriously compromise the integrity of a related group or historic 
landscape/townscape  

• have a major direct impact on regional heritage assets, such that their integrity 
is lost and no adequate mitigation can be specified  

• be highly intrusive and would seriously damage the setting of the heritage 
resource, such that its context is seriously compromised and can no longer be 
appreciated or understood  

• be in serious conflict with government policy for the protection of the heritage, 
as set out in PPG 15 and PPG 16  

• be strongly at variance with the form, scale and pattern of a historic 
landscape/townscape 

 
7.8.14 The Beneficial criteria are not applicable to the Scheme as no beneficial effects have 

been identified (see below). 
 

Effects of Construction 
 
7.8.15 For archaeological remains visible to the human eye (e.g. ancient buildings, burial 

mounds), impacts are akin to those on residential properties and include visual 
impact on their setting, and noise. The latter is particularly relevant if they are open to 
the public. Where remains are buried, or where crop-marks only are visible from the 
air and there is no surface evidence, the main danger is that construction works will 
destroy archaeological evidence.  This can be caused by direct physical damage, 
changes in the water table caused by cuttings or drainage measures, or by 
disturbance which reduces the value of a site as a historical record, for example 
through severance of linked features.   

 
7.8.16 The most likely effects on archaeological remains arising from the Scheme would be 

direct damage during construction activities. Topsoil stripping operations and 
associated plant movements would normally result in irreversible damage to buried 
remains, unless these are particularly deeply buried. The creation of cuttings, service 
trenches, drainage channels, balancing ponds and other excavations would normally 
result in the unavoidable removal of archaeological remains.   

 
7.8.17 Buried archaeological remains have been identified through geophysical survey and 

trial trenching at four sites along the Scheme. These remains would all be vulnerable 
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to damage/removal due to topsoil stripping and excavation for cuttings. Extant 
earthwork remains along the route comprise three sunken lanes and a parish 
boundary; these would be particularly vulnerable to damage during site clearance and 
topsoil strip.  

 
7.8.18 Potential impacts on historic buildings are likely to be the same as those on modern 

buildings, but in a more acute form since the buildings themselves are more valuable 
in historic terms and more sensitive to deterioration in their surroundings.  Potential 
impacts include: 

 
• demolition, or loss of part of the structure or grounds of a Listed or historic 

building 
• increased visual intrusion 
• increases in noise, vibration and disturbance 
• severance from other linked features such as gardens, outbuildings, lodges, etc 
• changes in the original landscape, townscape or garden setting of a house 
• loss of amenity 

 
7.8.19 The scheme requires the demolition of a total of 11 buildings, of which 7 are 

considered to be of some minor, local interest; none of these are Listed. There are 
four Grade II Listed Buildings adjacent (i.e. within 50m) to the route. The proximity of 
the new highway, views of the new road and/or increased noise would normally affect 
the settings of Listed Buildings. 

 
Scheme Construction Effects (North to South) (refer to Figures 1.0, 7.0a and 
7.0b) 

7.8.20 Assessment of the combined direct and indirect permanent effects of the Scheme 
indicates that there would be an Adverse effect on a total of sixteen recorded sites 
and findspots along the route; no Beneficial effects have been identified. The effect 
on a further 23 sites along the route would be Neutral, either because the sites would 
not be affected by the Scheme at all, or because any Adverse effects are negated by 
the proposed cultural heritage and/or landscape mitigation.  

 
7.8.21 As temporary construction works such as site compounds, haul roads and diversions 

would have permanent effects on the cultural heritage resource, they are included in 
this section.  

 
7.8.22 The impacts identified and the assessment of effect and significance are summarised 

in Table 7.2. The Adverse effects, and any impacts where the effect would be 
Neutral as a result of the proposed mitigation, are described below. Apart from 
recorded earthwork features (lanes and parish boundaries), the effects of the Scheme 
on the historic landscape are not assessed here. 

 
Penn Inn to Aller 

 
7.8.23 There would be an Adverse effect on three sites in this section of the Scheme.  
 
7.8.24 The Important Grade II Listed St Luke’s Church in Milber (64) would experience a 

Slight adverse indirect impact on its setting due to the proximity of construction 
activity. There would be a Slight adverse effect. 

 
7.8.25 Aller Cottages (62) have been assessed as of Minor Importance. Construction of the 

Scheme would require the demolition of these buildings, which are of local interest as 
examples of vernacular architecture associated with construction of the railway; this 
would be a Large Adverse direct impact. The significance of effect would be Slight 
adverse. 

 
7.8.26 The parish boundary between Kerswells and Newton Abbot (26) is marked by a 

hedge and insubstantial earthwork bank, and has been assessed as Minor 
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Important. There would be a Moderate adverse direct impact due to the loss of a 
section of the earthwork feature, resulting in a Slight adverse effect. 

 
Aller to Yannon Lane 

 
7.8.27 There would be an Adverse effect on five sites in this section of the Published 

Scheme. 
 
7.8.28 The site of Middle Iron Age and Romano-British occupation at Aller Cross (9) has 

been assessed as Important. The extent of the site is uncertain, and the Romano-
British evidence suggests an early military establishment, which would be rare on a 
regional scale. There would be a Large Adverse direct impact due to construction of 
the grade-separated junction with its associated cuttings and embankments here. The 
significance of effect would be Large Adverse.  

 
7.8.29 Construction of the proposed new junction, slip roads and embankment across the 

Aller floodplain and the Torquay railway would have a Large Adverse impact on the 
setting of the Important Grade II Listed Barn Owl Inn (65).  There would be a Large 
Adverse effect. 

 
7.8.30 South of Elmcroft, the remnants of pre-enclosure strip fields (27) and a possible 

prehistoric boundary ditch located during trial trenching (4) have been assessed as of 
Minor Importance. Construction of the main carriageway in cutting and the side road 
at grade here would have a Large Adverse direct impact on the survival of the fields 
and ditch. The significance of effect would be Slight adverse. 

 
7.8.31 The sunken lane near High View (31) has been assessed as of Minor importance. 

Construction of the Scheme would result in the loss of a significant proportion and 
severance of this historic landscape feature; this would be a Large Adverse direct 
impact resulting in a Slight adverse effect. 

 
7.8.32 There would be a Neutral effect on two sites: 
 

• The Minor Important former parish boundary between Kingskerswell and 
Abbotskerswell (25); 

• The Minor Important site of a milestone on Aller Road (43). 
 

Yannon Lane to Edginswell Lane 
 
7.8.33 There would be an adverse effect on fifteen sites in this section of the Scheme. 
 
7.8.34 The sunken lane known as Yannon Lane (30) has been assessed as of Minor 

Importance. Construction of the Scheme would result in the loss of a significant 
proportion and severance of this historic landscape feature; this would be a Large 
Adverse direct impact resulting in a Slight adverse effect. 

 
7.8.35 At chainage 4040, the route passes within 50m of the Kingskerswell Conservation 

Area, which contains a number of Listed Buildings and structures. Of these, eight 
would experience adverse effects on their setting; the remainder would have no direct 
views of the road due to the landscape design: this would also be the case with all but 
four Listed structures beyond the Conservation Area.  

 
7.8.36 The Very Important Grade II* Listed Church of St Mary in Kingskerswell (18) and 

four Important Grade II Listed headstones in the churchyard (19-22) are situated 
within the Conservation Area.  Although the proposed landscape mitigation would 
screen views of the bypass from the churchyard, there would be a Large Adverse 
indirect impact on the setting of the church and headstones due to the visibility of the 
new Maddacombe Road Overbridge and the proximity of construction activity. The 
significance of effect would be Large Adverse.  

 

November 2004 7-18 



A380 Kingskerswell Bypass 
Environmental Statement – Volume 2 

Devon County Council
Torbay Council

 
7.8.37 Foredown Farm in the Kingskerswell Conservation Area (39) is Listed Grade II and 

has been assessed as Important. Although the proposed landscape mitigation would 
screen views of the bypass, there would be a Large Adverse indirect impact on the 
setting of the Listed Building due to the visibility of the new Maddacombe Road 
Overbridge and the proximity of construction activity. The significance of effect would 
be Large Adverse. 

 
7.8.38 Also in the Conservation Area, Rock House on Maddacombe Road (55) is Listed 

Grade II and has been assessed as Important. Again, although the proposed 
landscape mitigation would screen views of the bypass, there would be a Large 
Adverse indirect impact on the setting of the Listed Building due to the visibility of the 
new Maddacombe Road Overbridge and the proximity of construction activity. The 
significance of effect would be Large Adverse. 

 
7.8.39 The Important Grade II Listed Tor Hill Cottage (46) would experience a Large 

Adverse indirect impact on its setting due to construction of the new road across 
rural land to the west and the proximity of construction activity. The significance of 
effect would be Large Adverse. 

 
7.8.40 The route would pass immediately adjacent to the Important Grade II Listed United 

Reformed Church (47). The top of the cutting would impinge on the boundary of the 
property, resulting in a Large Adverse indirect impact on the setting of the Listed 
Building. The significance of effect would be Large Adverse. 

 
7.8.41 The manor house ruins (15) are a Scheduled Monument and a Grade II Listed 

structure and have been assessed as Very Important.  There would be a Large 
Adverse impact on the setting of the monument due to the proximity of construction 
activity.  This would be a Large Adverse effect. 

 
7.8.42 The Scheme would have a Slight adverse impact on the setting of the Important 

Grade II Listed Dobbin Arch and Rose Hill railway bridges (57, 59) due to the visibility 
of the new cutting during construction.  The significance of effect would be Slight 
adverse. 

 
7.8.43 There would be a Slight adverse impact on the setting of the Important Grade II 

Listed Daccabridge (68) during construction of the new drainage channel, a Slight 
adverse effect.  

 
7.8.44 Construction of the Scheme would require the demolition of The Cott, 8 Yon Street 

(63) and 53 Daccabridge Road (67). Although not Listed, these buildings are of local 
interest and have been assessed as of Minor Importance. There would be a Large 
Adverse direct impact and a Slight adverse effect. 

 
7.8.45 The Scheme would pass immediately adjacent to the easternmost extent of the 

Scheduled field system and settlement on Kerswell Down (6).  Although there would 
be no direct impact and views of the Scheme would be restricted due to the 
woodland, there would be increased visual and noise intrusion due to construction of 
the cutting, the Maddacombe Road Overbridge and the relocated Kerswell Down car 
park.  However, these adverse impacts would affect only a very small part of this 
extensive Scheduled Monument.  There would be a Slight adverse indirect impact 
on the setting of the Very Important Scheduled Monument, and a Slight adverse 
effect. 

 
7.8.46 There would be a Neutral effect on one site: 
 

• A Minor Important enclosed field with associated strip lynchets (17) 
 

Edginswell Lane to Torbay Ring Road 
 
7.8.47 There would be an Adverse effect on three sites in this section of the Scheme. 
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7.8.48 The medieval building located by trial trenching off Edginswell Lane (23) has been 

assessed as of Minor Importance. There would be a Large Adverse direct impact 
on the remains due to the construction of the cutting here. The significance of effect 
would be Slight adverse. 

 
7.8.49 The sunken lane known as Gourders Lane (29) has been assessed as of Minor 

Importance. Construction of the Scheme would result in the loss of a significant 
proportion and severance of this historic landscape feature; this would be a Large 
Adverse direct impact resulting in a Slight adverse effect. 

 
7.8.50 Off Edginswell Lane (56), a post-medieval boundary ditch located during trial 

trenching has been assessed as of Minor Importance. Construction of the main 
carriageway on embankment here would result in the loss of this feature; this would 
be a Large Adverse direct impact and have an overall significance of effect of Slight 
adverse. 

 
7.8.51 There would be a Neutral effect on three sites:  
 

• A Minor Important block of five fields representing former strip fields (32); 
• The Minor Important parish boundary between Kerswells and Torbay (24) and 

an associated boundary stone at Parson’s Bridge (50). 
 

Effects of Operation 
 
7.8.52 Operational effects on the cultural heritage resource are limited to the effects of 

traffic, noise and light intrusion on the settings of Listed Buildings within the 
Kingskerswell Conservation Area; there would be no additional Operational Effects on 
other Listed Buildings along the Scheme.  The general landscape effects of operation 
of the road are assessed below.  

 
7.8.53 There would be an Adverse effect on twelve sites due to operation of the Scheme, as 

follows. 
 

Penn Inn to Aller 
 
7.8.54 There would be no adverse effects in this section of the Scheme.  
 
7.8.55 Although there would be a Slight adverse effect on the setting of the Important 

Grade II Listed St Luke’s Church in Milber (64) during construction of the Scheme, 
there would be no change to existing conditions following completion of construction 
work. There would be a Neutral effect overall during operation of the Scheme. 

 
 Aller to Yannon Lane 
 
7.8.55 There would be an Adverse effect on one site in this section of the Scheme.  
 
7.8.56 There would be a Large Adverse indirect impact on the setting of the Important 

Grade II Listed Barn Owl Inn at Aller (65) in Year 1 of operation of the Scheme, 
reducing to Slight adverse by Year 15 of operation. The overall significance of effect 
would be Slight adverse. 

 
 Yannon Lane to Edginswell Lane 
 
7.8.57 There would be an Adverse effect on 12 sites in this section of the Scheme.  
 
7.8.58 There would be a Large Adverse indirect impact on the setting of the Important 

Grade II Listed United Reformed Church (47) in Year 1 of operation, reducing to 
Moderate adverse by Year 15. The overall significance of effect would be Moderate 
adverse. 
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7.8.59 Although the proposed landscape mitigation would screen views of the bypass, there 

would be a Large Adverse indirect impact on the setting of the Important Grade II 
Listed Rock House (55) in Year 1 of operation of the Scheme, reducing to Moderate 
adverse by Year 15. The overall significance of effect would be Moderate adverse. 

 
7.8.60 Similarly, although the proposed landscape mitigation would screen views of the 

bypass, there would be a Moderate adverse indirect impact on the setting of the 
Important Grade II Listed Foredown Farm (39) in Year 1 of operation of the Scheme, 
reducing to Slight adverse by Year 15. The overall significance of effect would be 
Slight adverse. 

 
7.8.61 There would be a Moderate adverse indirect impact on the setting of the Important 

Grade II Listed Tor Hill Cottage (46) in Year 1 of Operation of the Scheme, reducing 
to Slight adverse by Year 15. The overall significance of effect would be Slight 
adverse.  

 
7.8.62 Although there would be a Moderate adverse indirect impact on the setting of the 

Very Important Grade II* Listed Church of St Mary in Kingskerswell (18) and four 
Important Grade II Listed headstones (19-22) during Year 1 of operation of the 
Scheme, this would reduce to Slight adverse by Year 15.  The overall significance of 
effect would be Slight adverse. 

 
7.8.63 Although there would be a Slight adverse impact on the setting of the Important 

Grade II Listed Dobbin Arch and Rose Hill railway bridges (57, 59) during Year 1 of 
operation of the Scheme due to visibility of the new cutting, this would reduce to 
Neutral by Year 15.   

 
7.8.64 There would be a Slight adverse indirect impact on the setting of the Very 

Important Scheduled field system and settlement on Kerswell Down (6) due to visual 
and noise intrusion during operation of the Scheme.  Although this would not reduce 
during the lifetime of the Scheme, only a very small part of the extensive Scheduled 
Monument would be affected and the magnitude of effect would decrease with 
distance from the bypass.   The overall significance of effect would be Slight 
adverse. 

 
7.8.65 Although there would be a Moderate adverse indirect impact on the setting of the 

Very Important Scheduled and Grade II Listed Kingskerswell manor ruins (15) during 
Year 1 of operation of the Scheme, this would reduce to Slight adverse by Year 15.  
The overall significance of effect would be Slight adverse. 

 
7.8.66 There would be no adverse effect on the setting of the Important Grade II Listed 

Daccabridge (68) as a result of operation of the Scheme. 
 

Edginswell Lane to Torbay Ring Road 
 
7.8.67 There would be no adverse effects in this section of the Scheme.  
 
7.9  Significance of Effects 
 
7.9.1 The combined Construction Effects and Operational Effects of the Scheme would 

have the following residual effects on Cultural Heritage. 
 

Large Adverse Effects 
 
7.9.2 The Scheme would have a Large Adverse effect on one site within the Study Area, 

the Important Middle Iron Age and Romano-British site at Aller Cross (9). Although it 
is proposed to record archaeological remains at Aller Cross prior to their destruction, 
it is not considered that this mitigation would reduce the residual significance of effect 
on this regionally important site.  

 

November 2004 7-21 



A380 Kingskerswell Bypass 
Environmental Statement – Volume 2 

Devon County Council
Torbay Council

 
Moderate Adverse Effects 

 
7.9.3 There would be a Large Adverse indirect effect on the settings of eight Listed 

structures in the Kingskerswell Conservation Area during the Construction phase of 
the Scheme.  However, in each case the residual Adverse effect would be 
significantly reduced during the Operation phase, following the completion of 
construction activities and the full establishment of landscape mitigation planting.  
There would be a Moderate adverse residual effect on the settings of the Important 
Grade II Listed Foredown Farm (39), Rock House (55), Tor Hill Cottage (46) and 
United Reformed Church (47).  It is not considered that the adverse effects on any of 
these Listed Buildings could be adequately mitigated through landscape design or 
other means such that the residual significance of effect would be reduced. 

 
Slight Adverse Effects 
 

7.9.4 There would be a Slight adverse effect on the setting of the Very Important 
Scheduled Monument on Kerswell Down during Construction and Operation of the 
Scheme.  It is not considered that the adverse effects could be adequately mitigated 
through landscape design or other means such that the residual significance of effect 
would be reduced.  However, only a very small part of the extensive Scheduled 
Monument would be affected and the magnitude of effect would decrease with 
distance from the bypass. 

 
7.9.5 Although there would be a Large Adverse indirect effect on the settings of the 

Scheduled Manor ruins and a number of Listed Buildings in Kingskerswell, the 
residual Adverse effect would be significantly reduced following the completion of 
construction and the full establishment of landscape mitigation planting.   There would 
be a Slight adverse residual effect on the Very Important Scheduled and Grade II 
Listed Manor ruins, the Grade II* Listed Church of St Mary (18) four Grade II Listed 
headstones in the churchyard (19-22), and the Important Grade II Listed Barn Owl 
Inn (65). 

 
7.9.6 The Scheme would have a Slight adverse effect on a further eleven sites of Minor 

importance: 
 

• Aller Cottages (62) 
• the parish boundary between Kerswells and Newton Abbot (26) 
• remnants of strip fields (27) and a prehistoric boundary ditch at Elmcroft (4) 
• sunken lanes at High View (31), Yannon Lane (30) and Gourders Lane (29) 
• The Cott, Yon Street (63) 
• 53 Daccabridge Road, Kingskerswell (67) 
• the medieval building off Edginswell Lane (23) 
• a post-medieval boundary ditch off Edginswell Lane (56) 

 
7.9.7 The proposed recording of all these sites of local importance is considered adequate 

mitigation and this is reflected in the Slight adverse significance of effect, as 
assessed.  

 
7.9.8 Although there would be a Slight adverse effect on the settings of the Important St 

Luke’s Church in Milber (64), Dobbin Arch and Rose Hill Railway Bridges (57, 59) and 
Daccabridge (68) in Kingskerswell due to Construction activities, these effects would 
be temporary and there would be no change compared to existing conditions 
following completion of construction works.   The residual effect on these features 
would be Neutral. 

 
7.10  Conclusion 
 
7.10.1 The entire length of the Scheme has been assessed in accordance with the 

requirements of a DMRB Stage 3 Assessment. After mitigation, twenty four Adverse 
effects on the archaeological and cultural heritage resource have been identified: 

November 2004 7-22 



A380 Kingskerswell Bypass 
Environmental Statement – Volume 2 

Devon County Council
Torbay Council

 
• Slight adverse effects on the settings of two Scheduled Monuments of national 

importance (the Kingskerswell Manor ruins and the prehistoric field systems and 
settlement on Kerswell Down) 

• A Slight adverse effect on the setting of one Grade II* Listed Building of 
national importance (St Mary’s Church, Kingskerswell) 

• A Large Adverse direct effect on one site of regional or county importance at 
Aller Cross 

• Moderate adverse effects on the settings of four Grade II Listed Buildings of 
regional or county importance (Foredown Farmhouse, the United Reformed 
Church, Rock House and Tor Hill Cottage, all in Kingskerswell) 

• Slight adverse effects on the settings of five Grade II Listed structures of  
regional or county importance (four headstones in the churchyard at 
Kingskerswell, and Barn Owl Inn) 

• Slight adverse effects on eleven sites of local importance (1-4 Aller Cottages; 
the parish boundary between Kerswells and Newton Abbot; former strip fields 
and a prehistoric boundary ditch near Elmcroft; sunken lanes at High View, 
Yannon Lane and Gourders Lane; The Cott, Yon Street; 53 Daccabridge Road; 
the medieval building off Edginswell Lane; and a post-medieval boundary ditch 
off Edginswell Lane) 

 
7.10.2 No nationally important archaeological remains have been identified within the Study 

Area.  There would be some residual Adverse effect on the setting of two Scheduled 
Monuments due to operation of the Scheme.  Although there would be some 
Adverse effect on the setting of a further Scheduled Monument during construction of 
the Scheme, this would be temporary and there would be a Neutral residual effect. 
Two known archaeological sites would be directly affected; the Iron Age/ Romano-
British site at Aller Cross is considered to be of county or regional importance, whilst 
the medieval building off Edginswell Lane south of Kingskerswell is of local 
importance. The loss of these sites would be mitigated through archaeological 
recording prior to construction by means of detailed excavation or Strip, Map and 
Sample. Other known features affected by the road include buried remains of 
prehistoric and post-medieval date, parish boundaries, and sunken lanes; these are 
considered to be of minor, local importance. Archaeological surveys indicate that 
there is a low potential for other remains of minor importance to be discovered during 
construction. Earthwork features such as parish boundaries and sunken lanes would 
be surveyed prior to site clearance. The loss of remains of minor importance, whether 
known or discovered, would be mitigated by archaeological recording by means of a 
watching brief during construction.  

 
7.10.3 No Listed Buildings would be directly affected by the Scheme. However, the 

construction of the Scheme west of Kingskerswell would adversely affect the setting 
of the Conservation Area as a whole and of individual buildings within it. These 
Adverse effects would be mitigated by using false cuttings and landscape planting to 
screen the sight and sound of the road, preserve the rural character of the village and 
protect the settings of the Listed Buildings to the greatest possible extent. The 
buildings that would be demolished are not Listed and are of no particular 
architectural or historic significance. However, Aller Cottages, The Cott and 53 
Daccabridge Road are of some local interest and would be the subject of building 
recording prior to demolition. 

 
7.10.4 In summary, the Scheme would have Adverse residual effects on the regionally 

important site at Aller Cross and the settings of the Scheduled Monuments of 
Kingskerswell Manor Ruins and Kerswell Down, the Kingskerswell Conservation Area 
and individual Listed Buildings. A series of historic landscape features including 
lanes, hedgerows and parish boundaries would also be severed. Taking these effects 
into account, the overall effect of the Scheme on Cultural Heritage is considered to be 
Moderate Adverse. 
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Table 7.2 Assessment of Effects 

 SITE NAME SITE TYPE IMPORTANCE CONSTRUCTION EFFECT OPERATIONAL EFFECT SUMMARY 
     Impact  Significance Impact Significance  
1       Aller Cross Findspot Minor None Neutral None Neutral Neutral
2         Moles Lane Findspot Minor None Neutral None Neutral Neutral
3         Silverwood Ave. Findspot Minor None Neutral None Neutral Neutral
4       Nr Elmcroft Ditch Minor Large Slight Adverse None Neutral Slight Adverse
5       Aller Brook Findspot Minor None Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
6  Kerswell Down Scheduled Monument 

(earthworks) 
Very Important Slight Slight Adverse Slight Slight Adverse Slight Adverse 

7        Kingskerswell Findspot Minor None Neutral None Neutral Neutral
8       Milber Down Hillfort Very Important None Neutral None Neutral Neutral
9   Aller Cross Settlement Important Large Large Adverse None Neutral Large Adverse 
10 Penn Inn Findspot Minor None Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
11 Kerswell Down Findspot Moderate None Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
12 Edginswell Parish boundary Minor None Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
13 Edginswell Settlement Moderate None Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
14 Edginswell      Lynchets Minor None Neutral None Neutral Neutral
15 Kingskerswell Manor Scheduled Monument; 

Grade II Listed Building 
Very Important Large Large Adverse Slight Slight Adverse Slight Adverse 

16 Penn Inn Well (site of) Minor None Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
17 Kerswell Down Lynchets Minor Slight     Neutral None Neutral Neutral
18 St Mary's Church Grade II* Listed Building Very Important Large Large Adverse Slight Slight Adverse Slight Adverse 
19 Chaft headstone Grade II Listed Building Important Large Large Adverse Slight Slight Adverse Slight Adverse 
20 Chaft headstone Grade II Listed Important Large Large Adverse Slight Slight Adverse Slight Adverse 
21 Chaft headstone Grade II Listed Important Large Large Adverse Slight Slight Adverse Slight Adverse 
22 How headstone Grade II Listed Important Large Large Adverse Slight Slight Adverse Slight Adverse 
23 Edginswell Lane Building (site of) Minor Large Slight Adverse None Neutral Slight Adverse 
24  Parish boundary   Minor Slight Neutral None Neutral Neutral
25 Nr Elmsleigh Parish boundary Minor Slight     Neutral None Neutral Neutral
26  Parish boundary  Minor Moderate Slight Adverse None Neutral Slight adverse 
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 SITE NAME SITE TYPE IMPORTANCE CONSTRUCTION EFFECT OPERATIONAL EFFECT SUMMARY 
27 Nr Elmcroft Strip fields Minor Large Slight Adverse None Neutral Slight Adverse 
28 Edginswell Sunken lane Minor Slight   Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
29 Gourders Lane Sunken lane Minor Moderate Slight Adverse None Neutral Slight Adverse 
30 Yannon Lane Sunken lane Minor Moderate Slight Adverse None Neutral Slight Adverse 
31 High View Sunken lane Minor Moderate Slight Adverse None Neutral Slight Adverse 
32 Five Acres/Stokeleigh Strip fields Minor   Slight Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
33 Odicknoll Farm Medieval manor Moderate None Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
34 Edginswell Manor Settlement Moderate None Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
35 Edginswell Trackway Minor None Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
36 Aller floodplain Earthworks Minor None     Neutral None Neutral Neutral
37 Nr Cleveland Earthworks Not important      Large Neutral None Neutral Neutral
38 Forde House Grade I Listed Building Very Important None Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
39 Foredown Farm House Grade II Listed Building Important Large Large Adverse Slight Slight Adverse Moderate Adverse 
40 Penn Inn Building (site of) Minor None Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
41 A380 Milestone Minor None Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
42 Shaldon Road Milestone Minor None Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
43 A380 Aller Road Milestone Minor Slight     Neutral Slight Neutral Neutral
44 Pit Park Field name Not important Slight Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
45 Linney Building (site of) Minor None Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
46 Tor Hill Cottage Grade II Listed Building Important Large Large Adverse Slight Slight Adverse Moderate Adverse 
47 United Reformed Church Grade II Listed Building Important Large Large Adverse Moderate Moderate Adverse Moderate Adverse 
48 4 Yon Street Grade II Listed Building Important  None Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
49 Edginswell Hall Grade II Listed Building Important      None Neutral None Neutral Neutral
50 Parson's Bridge Boundary stone Minor Slight     Neutral Slight Neutral Neutral
51 A380 Milestone Minor None Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
52 Stonechester Field name Minor None Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
53 Tudor Cottage Grade II Listed Building Important None Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
54 Pitt House Grade II Listed Building Important      None Neutral None Neutral Neutral
55 Rock House Grade II Listed Building Important Large Large Adverse Moderate Moderate Adverse Moderate Adverse 
56 Off Edginswell Lane (S) Boundary ditch Minor Large Slight Adverse None Neutral Slight Adverse 
57 Dobbin Arch Grade II Listed Building Important    Slight Slight Adverse None Neutral Neutral 
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 SITE NAME SITE TYPE IMPORTANCE CONSTRUCTION EFFECT OPERATIONAL EFFECT SUMMARY 
58 19 & 21Yon Street Grade II Listed Building Important None  Neutral None  Neutral Neutral 
59 Bridge, Rose Hill Grade II Listed Building Important     Slight Slight Adverse None Neutral Neutral
60 Rose Hill House Grade II Listed Building Important    Neutral None Neutral None Neutral
61 Warehouse Grade II Listed Building Important None Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
62 1-6 Aller Cottages Building Minor Large Slight Adverse None Neutral Slight Adverse 
63 The Cott, 8 Yon Street Building Minor Large Slight Adverse None Neutral Slight Adverse 
64 St Luke's Church, Milber Grade II Listed Building Important    Slight Slight Adverse None Neutral Neutral 
65 Barn Owl Inn Grade II Listed Building Important Large Large Adverse Slight Slight Adverse Slight Adverse 
66 Whitpot Mill Grade II Listed Building Important   None Neutral None Neutral Neutral 
67 53 Daccabridge Road Building Minor Large Slight Adverse None Neutral Slight Adverse 
68 Daccabridge Grade II Listed Building Important Slight   Slight Adverse None Neutral Neutral 
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APPENDIX 7.1: Gazetteer of sites and findspots 
 

WA
No. SMR No. DSMR CIN 

No. 
1992 AIA 

ref. SITE NAME SITE TYPE PERIOD NGR  (E) NGR 
(N) Description 

1 DSMR SX86NE 043 8706  Aller Cross Findspot PAL 287490 68900 Clactonian flake found in river gravels 

2 TSMRSX86NE 76 
TO60024    Moles Lane Findspot PRE 287830 65380 

Small prehistoric flint scatter - only one is definitely an 
artefact.  Site of scatter partially destroyed by widening of 
Moles Lane for Torbay Bypass 

3 DSMR SX87SE 099   Silverwood 
Ave. Findspot PRE 287300 70400 Prehistoric stone implement 

4       Nr Elmcroft Ditch PRE 287325 68400 Geophysical survey and trial trenching (Area 3) located a 
possible prehistoric boundary ditch south of Elmcroft Nursery 

5 DSMR SX86NE 008 8664  Aller Brook Findspot BA 287300 69800 Perforated mace-head or axe-hammer.  Not found in-situ 

6 DASP 1995   Kerswell Down
Scheduled 
Monument; 
Earthworks 

BA 287000 67500 Prehistoric banked field system & possible settlement 
evidence.  SM 36029 

7       DSMR SX86NE 8672 Kingskerswell Findspot BA/IA 287750 67650 Hollow bronze horse-harness ring found in terraced garden 
soil 

8 DSMR SX86NE 001   Milber Down Hillfort IA 288400 69900 Milber Down multivallate hillfort. Scheduled Monument 
Devon 115 

9 DSMR SX86NE 409 56662 KIN 12 Aller Cross Settlement IA/ROM 287400 68880 
Middle Iron Age evidence found during excavation at Aller 
Cross, associated with Roman material of 1st-4th century 
date 

10 DSMR SX87SE 026 9226  Penn Inn Findspot ROM 287380 70560 Coin of Vespasian found during road construction 

11 DSMR SX86NE 038   Kerswell Down Findspot ROM 286910 67570 Coin hoard.  Over 2000 Roman coins, mostly of 3rd century 
AD 

12 DSMR SX86NE 376 44631  Edginswell Parish boundary MED 287911 65353 Configuration of parish boundary suggests a field system 
pre-dating C12th. 

13 DSMR SX86NE 127 15744  Edginswell Settlement MED 288650 66190 Site of medieval farmstead and Domesday manor of WILLA 

14   KIN 01 Edginswell Lynchets MED 288700 66340 Two short earthwork lynchets/banks trenched during 1992 
AIA and found to be of at least medieval date. 

15   E Kingskerswell 
Manor 

Scheduled 
Monument; Grade 
II Listed Building 

MED  287540 67800 Ruins of manor house dating from C14th. SM 34450; 
GRADE II LISTED  3/160 

16 DSMR SX87SE 277 28413  Penn Inn Well (site of) MED 287140 70530  'Holy' or 'Honey' Well marked on old maps.   

17    Kerswell Down Lynchets MED 287400 67500 Possible strip-lynchets in an area of remnant medieval strip 
fields. 

18    St Mary's 
Church 

Grade II*H19 
Listed Building 

MED/ 
PMED 287600 67800 C14th-C16th church, restored 1874.  GRADE II * LISTED 

3/155. 

19    Chaft 
headstone Grade II Listed MED/ 

PMED 287575 67800 Chaft headstone c. 4m SW of Church. GRADE II LISTED 
3/156 
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WA
No. SMR No. DSMR CIN 

No. 
1992 AIA 

ref. SITE NAME SITE TYPE PERIOD NGR  (E) NGR 
(N) Description 

20    Chaft 
headstone Grade II Listed MED/ 

PMED 287575 67800 Chaft headstone c. 4m SW of Church. GRADE II LISTED 
3/157 

21    Chaft 
headstone Grade II Listed MED/ 

PMED 287575 67800 Chaft headstone c. 8m SW of Church. GRADE II LISTED 
3/158 

22    How headstone Grade II Listed MED/ 
PMED 287575 67800 How headstone c. 9m NW of N porch of Church. GRADE II 

LISTED 3/159 

23    Edginswell 
Lane Building (site of) MED/ 

PMED 287750 67200 
Geophysical survey and trial trenching (Area 6) located a 
medieval building of likely agricultural function situated on an 
earthwork platform 

24   KIN 03  Parish boundary MED/ 
PMED 288600 66400 Parish boundary, part removed. Formerly Kingskerswell and 

St Marychurch, now Kerswells and Torbay 

25 DSMR SX86NE 079 14916 KIN 10 Nr Elmsleigh Parish boundary MED/ 
PMED 287350 68650 Parish boundary (Kingskerswell and Abbotskerswell), 

marked by a boundary stone. 

26   KIN 11  Parish boundary MED/ 
PMED 287500 69400 

Low hedge/bank marking parish boundary 
(Kerswells/Newton Abbott, formerly 
Kingskerswell/Haccombe with Combe). 

27 DSMR SX86NE 061 14896 KIN 09 Nr Elmcroft Strip fields MED/ 
PMED 287350 68450 Block of 6 fields oblique to Newton Road, remnants of pre-

enclosure strip-field layout 

28   KIN 02 Edginswell Sunken lane MED/ 
PMED 288500 66200 Disused sunken lane partially removed by the construction of 

the A380. 

29   KIN 06 Gourders Lane Sunken lane MED/ 
PMED 288000 66950 Sunken lane between two fields, a former continuation of 

Gourders Lane. Now disused & overgrown 

30   KIN 07 Yannon Lane Sunken lane MED/ 
PMED 287300 68100 Deeply sunken lane in use as a farm track in 1992 but now 

overgrown. 

31   KIN 08 High View Sunken lane MED/ 
PMED 287450 68200 Deeply sunken lane, part in use as driveway, rest very 

overgrown.   

32  DSMR SX86NE 062 14897 KIN 04 Five Acres/ 
Stokeleigh Strip fields MED/ 

PMED 288070 66740 Block of 5 fields retain vestiges of division into strips 

33 TSMR SX86NE 123 
TO60020   Odicknoll Farm Medieval manor MED/ 

PMED 288319 66293 Manor House and associated farm buildings. Manor first 
mentioned in 1299. 

34 TSMR TO15744   Edginswell 
Manor Settlement MED/ 

PMED 288700 66200 Edginswell Manor and settlement. 

35 TSMR SX86NE 376 
TO44632    Edginswell Trackway MED/ 

PMED 288610 66040 Small metalled trackway terraced into natural subsoil.   

36    Aller floodplain Earthworks MED/ 
PMED 287600 68800 

Wide linear strips on flood plain, perpendicular to Aller 
Brook. Possibly traces of ridge & furrow or watermeadow 
features 

37 DSMR SX86NE 074 14909 KIN 05 Nr Cleveland Earthworks MED/ 
PMED 288100 66900 Small field with 10 shallow parallel furrows, related to C19th 

use as orchard.  
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WA
No. SMR No. DSMR CIN 

No. 
1992 AIA 

ref. SITE NAME SITE TYPE PERIOD NGR  (E) NGR 
(N) Description 

38 DSMR SX87SE 023 DHBR 
9221   Forde House Grade I Listed 

Building PMED 286990 70930 Mansion built c. 1550. LISTED GRADE I 

39 DSMR SX86NE 259 DHBR 21442 Foredown 
Farm House 

Grade II Listed 
Building PMED 287450 67770 C17th or earlier farmhouse. LISTED GRADE II  3/170 

40 DSMR SX87SE 035 9235  Penn Inn Building (site of) PMED 287100 70700 Toll House' marked on old maps (near Forde House).  
41 DSMR SX87SE 396 52569  A380 Milestone PMED 287180 70550 Milestone marked on OS 6" 1932-33.   
42 DSMR SX87SE 397 52570  Shaldon Road Milestone PMED 287260 70630 Milestone marked on OS 6" 1932-33 & 1969.   

43 DSMR SX86NE 390 48083  A380 Aller 
Road Milestone PMED 287800 69050 Milestone on OS 6" 1904 & 1964 

44 DSMR SX86NE 192 20348  Pit Park Field name PMED 287630 67450 Field name on tithe apportionment suggesting a possible 
quarry site. 

45 DSMS SX87SE 074 14458  Linney Building (site of) PMED 287350 71450 Remains of stone-built Linney (linhay).  Agricultural building. 

46 DSMR SX86NE 216 21399  Tor Hill Cottage Grade II Listed 
Building C19th 287682 67422 Early C18th house. GRADE II LISTED 3/169  

47 DSMR SX86NE 006 14892  
United 
Reformed 
Church 

Grade II Listed 
Building C19th 287670 67380 Congregational Chapel 1850-60. GRADE II LISTED 3/172 

48 DSMR SX86NE 215 21398  4 Yon Street Grade II Listed 
Building C19th  287722 67538 C15th/C16th house. GRADE II LISTED BUILDING 3/191A 

49 DSMR SX86NE 377 44715  Edginswell Hall Grade II Listed 
Building C19th  288590 66150 Edginswell House (aka Edginswell Hall).  GRADE II LISTED 

BUILDING 885-1/7/402 

50 DSMR SX86NE 082 
TSMR TO14923 14922  Parson's 

Bridge Boundary stone C19th 288610 66510 Boundary stone  at Parson's Bridge, erected c.1892 

51 DSMR SX86NE 381 48411  A380 Milestone C19th? 289000 66300 Milestone on OS 6" 1933. Absent from 6" 1964 

52 DSMR SX86NE 328 38140  Stonechester Field name UND 288550 65970 Fieldname 'Stonechester', suggests building remains or a 
possible fort site 

53    Tudor Cottage Grade II Listed 
Building PMED  287575 67720 Cottage and adjoining Gospel Hall, C16thC17th. GRADE II 

LISTED 3/161 (2 buildings) 

54    Pitt House Grade II Listed 
Building PMED  287575 67675 Restaurant, originally C16th farmhouse. GRADE II LISTED 

3/162 

55    Rock House Grade II Listed 
Building PMED 287490 67680 GRADE II LISTED BUILDING 3/173 

56    Off Edginswell 
Lane (S) Boundary ditch PMED 288575 66390 Geophysical survey and trial trenching located a ditch 

corresponding with a boundary on 1841 Tithe Map. 

57 DSMR SX86NE/81 
TSMR TO14921   Dobbin Arch Grade II Listed 

Building C19th 287650 67950 Road bridge over railway, 1846-8. GRADE II LISTED 3/183 

58    19 & 21Yon 
Street 

Grade II Listed 
Building C17th 287720 67450  Pair of C17th cottages. GRADE II LISTED 3/185 
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59    Bridge, Rose 
Hill 

Grade II Listed 
Building C19th  287750 67750 Viaduct over railway, 1846-8. GRADE II LISTED 3/182. In 

proposed extension to Conservation Area. 

60    Rose Hill 
House 

Grade II Listed 
Building C19th  287850 67800 House, c. 1830-1840. GRADE II LISTED 3/181. In proposed 

extension to Conservation Area. 

61    Warehouse Grade II Listed 
Building C19th  287830 67750 Early C19th warehouse. GRADE II L:ISTED 3/165. In 

proposed extension to Conservation Area 

62    1-6 Aller 
Cottages Building C19th 287550 69420 Railway workers cottages. Unlisted. 

63    The Cott, 8 
Yon Street Building C19th 287650 67300 House, probably C19th. Unlisted. 

64    St Luke's 
Church, Milber 

Grade II Listed 
Building C19th 287344 70141 GRADE II LISTED BUILDING.  

65    Barn Owl Inn Grade II Listed 
Building C17th 287650 68950 Inn, former C17th farmhouse. LISTED GRADE II 3/154 

66    Whitpot Mill Grade II Listed 
Building C19th  287550 68075 Water mill, early C19th. GRADE II LISTED 3/191. In 

proposed extension to Conservation Area. 

67    
53 
Daccabridge 
Road 

Building - 287800 67680 House, date uncertain. Unlisted. 

68    Daccabridge Grade II Listed 
Building C17th  287800 67700 Road bridge, probably medieval, rebuilt 1693.  LISTED 

GRADE II 3/164. 
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