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                    Mid Devon – Quarterly Domestic Violence
Strategic Intelligence 

MID DEVON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
YEAR ENDED 2007/08

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AT MID DEVON DISTRICT Area LEVEL
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SUMMARY 

POLICE DV STATISTICS

1 TARGET LPSA2 8.1 – increase in DV offences

Overall

· The target for Mid Devon is to achieve an increase of 62 incidents over three years making the required number of DV incidents reported to the Police 682 in March 2008.

· Mid Devon has achieved all the yearly targets though counts fell slightly in 2007/08 however the three year targeted increase.  Yearly counts were as follows 708,812 and 797.
Quarterly

· There was a notable improvement in reporting in quarters since 2005/06.  The highest recording was seen in Q2 2007/08 since then counts have fallen very slightly however n all quarters the quarterly target was achieved.

· The quarterly rolling average has recently stabilised though fallen slightly  and currently stands at 199 incidents per quarter

Monthly

· During the past two years all but four months have achieved target though recent failures were seen in November 2007 and January 2008.  Since August 2007 reporting has noticeably fallen on a monthly basis.

· The rolling monthly has seen a very slow fall since August 07 from 70 incidents per month to currently 66.

Cumulative position of Actual and target incidents

· Based on a straight line increase in target, Mid Devon reporting of DV incidents is well above the targeted 10% increase in offences.

Seasonal Trends in the reporting of domestic violence incidents

· There is some similarity between the three years; from a low in April reporting steadily increases to a high around August. A fall is seen in September with a rise in October to a peak around December  and fall in January to a low in February

2 DV and Children related incidents

· The number of incidents where children are present follows a similar trend line to the total number of DV incidents. (Except in December where the two lines have diverged; DV offences rising, those with children falling)
· The proportion of incidents where children were present has fluctuated greatly recently with a noticeable low seen in February 2008 of 33%.   Prior to this fluctuations between 38% and 61%.

· Currently the rolling average is 49%.                                 

3 Victim 
No repeat victim data available

Gender
· In 2007/08 81% of victims in Mid Devon were female compared to 17% male.
· After a peak in August of 31 victims the number of victims has fallen over the latter six months with no male victims being seen in October or November 2007.

· The proportion of male victims has varied between 0% and 38% or 0 and six victims. On average there were three male victims per month in 2007/08.

· The proportion of female victims has varied between 62% and 100% or eight and 26 victims. On average there were 16 female victims per month in 2007/08.
4     Offences Brought to Justice (BTJ)
Target LPSA2 8.2 – rolling offences brought to Justice (out of rolling reported offences)

· Calculated as the rolling yearly number of offences brought to Justice divided by the rolling yearly number of recorded DV crimes this target was set at the September 2005 figure plus 10% to be achieved by March 2008 this means a figure or 48.1% for Mid Devon.

· Mid Devon is to date failing target which was only briefly achieved in November 2005.  The current target is 48.1% and Mid Devon has achieved 39.1%.

5    Types of DV incident
· There has been a fall over the year in the proportion of incidents remaining crimed from 37% to 23%.

· The two half years have seen between 74% and 84% of all offences being BCS.
· The most common offence is other wounding.

6
Other Measures
Proportion of violent offences which are DV related
· The graph below illustrates that the proportion of violent offences which are DV related has followed a similar pattern and proportion in the last three quarters of the three years to 2007/08 though slightly lower in the last year.

· To date 22.7% of violent offences are DV related compared with 25.2% and 25.4% in the previous two years.  

Rate of DV incidents per 1000 population

· Compared with DCC (12.4), Mid Devon has a slightly lower rate of incidents per 1000 population at just under 11 (10.7) incidents per 1000 population.

7    OTHER data

Homelessness data                              

· The proportion of households accepted as homeless who fled their homes due to DV/ threats of DV in 2007/08 is 4% in Mid Devon which is below the 7% in DCC.

----------------------------------------
MID DEVON

DETAILED FINDINGS 

POLICe DV STATISTICS

1 Total DV incidents & target incidents to date (LPSA2 8.1)
1.1 Yearly data

The LPSA2 8.1 target is calculated as a 10% increase on the adjusted count (620) of DV incidents for the year 2004/05.  The aim is for number of DV incidents reported to the Police in the year to March 2008 to be 682 (or more)
	
	Domestic Violence Incidents

	Yearly figures
	Actual/

Used
	Target 10% increase

	2004/05 Yr 0
	620
	

	2005/06 Yr 1
	708
	641

	2006/07 Yr 2
	812
	661

	2007/08 Yr 3
	797
	682


1.2 Quarterly

The graph below shows a notable improvement in reporting in quarters since 2005/06.  The highest recording was seen in Q2 2007/08 since then counts have fallen very slightly.
In all quarters the quarterly target has been achieved.

The quarterly rolling average has recently stabilised though fallen slightly and currently stands at 199 incidents per quarter
[image: image1.emf]Mid Devon - Quarterly Domestic Violence

0

50

100

150

200

250

Actual Target 10% increase rolling average

Actual

158 165 215 170 208 196 208 200 193 223 187 194

Target 10% increase

160 160 160 160 165 165 165 165 171 171 171 171

rolling average

177 190 197 196 203 199 206 201 199

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

2005/06 2006/07 2007/08


1.3 Monthly data
1.3.1        Counts of domestic violence incidents

During the past two years all but four months have achieved target though recent failures were seen in November 2007 and January 2008.  Since August 2007 reporting has noticeably fallen on a monthly basis.
The rolling monthly has seen a very slow fall since August 07 from 70 incidents per month to currently 66.
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1.3.2 Cumulative position of actual  and target number of incidents
The graph below shows the cumulative position to date.  Since the beginning of the period Mid Devon has been consistently above target and the gap has continued to widen favourably.
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1.3.3 Monthly Seasonal Trends in the reporting of Domestic Violence Incidents

The following graph aims to identify any possible seasonality in the reporting of DV incidents.  
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The graph above indicates that:
· from a low in April reporting steadily 

· increases to a high around August

· a fall is seen in September with 

· a rise in October to 

· a peak around December  and 

· fall in January to

· a low in February

2       DV incidents where children are present

2.1         Counts of Children present

The total number of incidents where children were present follows a similar trend to the total number DV.  
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2.2 Proportion of children present (out of total incidents)
The graph below shows the proportion of incidents where children were present and the rolling average.  These proportions have fluctuated recently with a noticeable low seen in February 2008 of 33%.   Prior to this fluctuations were between 38% and 61%.

Currently the rolling average is 49%.                                 
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2.3 Monthly seasonal trends in the proportion of incidents with children present.

The following graph aims to identify any possible seasonality in the proportion of incidents with children present.  
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There is some similarity between the years.  Very generally:

· a rise in the proportion to May/ June then
·  a subsequent fall to September followed by 
· a rise to November and 
· fall to February.  

3    Victim -  Gender & Repeat

Repeat Victim details unavailable at present

3.1    Victim Gender

Crimes are considered with regard to the gender of the victim.  Incident data is not included as the results can be misleading i.e. the victim and perpetrator can sometimes not be told apart so both are labelled victim and both labelled perpetrator on incident logs.

The pie chart below shows that in 2007/08 81% of victims in Mid Devon were female compared to 17% male.
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The table and graphs below show:

· After a peak in August of 31 victims the number of victims has fallen over the latter six months with no male victims being seen in October or November 2007.
· The proportion of male victims has varied between 0% and 38% or 0 and six victims. On average there were three male victims per month in 2007/08.

· The proportion of female victims has varied between 62% and 100% or eight and 26 victims. On average there were 16 female victims per month in 2007/08.
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	Total
	Male
	% male
	Female
	% female
	Unknown
	% unknown

	Apr
	18
	0
	0
	18
	100
	0
	0

	May
	26
	6
	23
	19
	73
	1
	4

	Jun
	24
	3
	13
	21
	88
	0
	0

	Jul
	21
	5
	24
	16
	76
	0
	0

	Aug
	31
	5
	16
	26
	84
	0
	0

	Sep
	21
	3
	14
	18
	86
	0
	0

	Oct
	16
	0
	0
	16
	100
	0
	0

	Nov
	14
	0
	0
	14
	100
	0
	0

	Dec
	24
	5
	21
	17
	71
	2
	8

	Jan
	16
	4
	25
	11
	69
	1
	6

	Feb
	14
	5
	36
	9
	64
	0
	0

	Mar
	13
	5
	38
	8
	62
	0
	0

	Total
	238
	41
	17
	193
	81
	4
	2


4        Brought to Justice (BTJ)
4.1 Brought to Justice as a percentage of recorded offences. (LPSA2 8.2)
The percentage is calculated as the rolling number of offences brought to justice divided by the rolling number of recorded DV crimes to date.

The brought to justice LPSA2 8.2 target figure is calculated as the percentage as at September 2005 plus 10%. This has resulted in a target figure of 38.1% + 10% = 48.1% target.  The aim is to achieve this by March 2008.
In order to give an idea of what progress is being made the 10% increase in the target has been allocated over 30 months i.e. a rise of 0.333% per month.

Mid Devon is to date failing target which was only briefly achieved in November 2005.  The current target is 48.1% and Mid Devon has achieved 39.1%.
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5        Types of DV incidents
5.1 
Crimed and non-crimed Domestic Violence incidents
The table below shows the breakdown by quarter of DV incidents into those that were crimed and those not crimed.  There has been a fall over the year in the proportion of incidents remaining crimed.
	
	Q1
	Q2
	Q3
	Q4
	TOTAL

	Total Crimes
	72
	73
	57
	45
	247

	Non Crimes
	123
	150
	131
	149
	553

	Total Incidents
	195
	223
	188
	194
	800

	% remaining crimes
	37%
	33%
	30%
	23%
	31%


5.2           Domestic Violence: Types of Offence

The following table and graph show the numbers and types of crimed in 2007/08
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	TYPE
	PIE CHART
	Q1
	%
	Q2
	%

	Common Assault
	Violence
	13
	18
	13
	18

	Criminal Damage
	Criminal Damage
	9
	13
	8
	11

	Wounding - Other
	Violence
	35
	49
	33
	45

	Wounding - Endangering life
	Violence
	1
	1
	0
	0

	Total BCS crime
	58
	81
	54
	74

	Manslaughter
	Other Notable
	1
	1
	0
	0

	Murder Related
	Other Notable
	0
	0
	2
	3

	Harassment
	Harassment
	5
	7
	12
	16

	Sexual
	Sexual
	1
	1
	1
	1

	Other
	Other  
	7
	10
	4
	5

	Total Non BCS
	14
	19
	19
	26

	Total Crime
	72
	100
	73
	100


	TYPE
	PIE CHART
	Q3
	%
	Q4
	%
	Total
	%

	Burglary Dwelling
	 Burglary Dwelling
	0
	0
	1
	2
	1
	0

	Common Assault
	Violence
	10
	18
	9
	20
	45
	18

	Criminal Damage
	Criminal Damage
	9
	16
	4
	9
	30
	12

	Wounding - Other
	Violence
	24
	42
	24
	53
	116
	47

	Wounding - Endangering life
	Violence
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Total BCS crime
	43
	75
	38
	84
	193
	78

	Manslaughter
	Other Notable
	
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Murder Related
	Other Notable
	1
	2
	0
	0
	3
	1

	Harassment
	Harassment
	6
	11
	1
	2
	24
	10

	Sexual
	Sexual
	2
	4
	1
	2
	5
	2

	Other
	Other  
	5
	9
	5
	11
	21
	9

	Total Non BCS
	14
	25
	7
	16
	54
	22

	Total Crime
	57
	100
	45
	100
	247
	100


The graph and table show:

· The number of crimes has fallen over the past half year.
· A slight fall in the number of BCS crimes though the proportion has remained similar.
· The most common offence is other wounding.

6 Other measures

6.1 Proportion of violent offences which are DV related
The graph below illustrates that the proportion of violent offences which are DV related has followed a similar pattern and proportion in the last three quarters of the three years to 2007/08 though slightly lower in the last year.
To date 22.7% of violent offences are DV related compared with 25.2% and 25.4% in the previous two years.  
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6.2 Rate of reported domestic violence incidents per 1000 population

Compared with DCC at 12 incidents per 1000 population, Mid Devon has a slightly lower rate of just under 11 (10.7) incidents per 1000 population at.

The rate over the year 2007/08 has apart from in Q2 been lower than that seen in 2006/07.
Note since Q3 2006/07 the 2005 Mid Year Estimates have been used and from Q3 2007/08 2006 estimates have been used.
(See Appendix 6 for details of the Mid Year population estimates)
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7 homelessness data

The following table shows that the proportion of households accepted as homeless who fled their homes due to DV/ threats of DV in 2007/08 is 4% in Mid Devon which is below the 7% in DCC.

	2007/08
	Homeless Households * 1996 Housing Act
	No of above having fled their home due to domestic violence or threats of domestic violence
	Proportion of homeless households having left their homes due to DV or threats of DV

	
	Mid Devon
	DCC

	
	No.
	No.
	%
	%

	Q1
	13
	1
	8
	12

	Q2
	14
	0
	0
	6

	Q3
	10
	0
	0
	6

	Q4
	15
	1
	7
	5

	Total
	52
	2
	4
	7


*Households dealt with under the homelessness provisions of the 1996 Housing Act, as amend
----------------------------------

APPENDIX 1

Definition of Rolling Average

A statistical technique for smoothing out data trends those are subject to aberrant fluctuations in the short term. For example, a three-year rolling average takes the current year’s data and averages it with the two preceding years to minimize sudden dips or spikes that may not be typical of the trend. Quarterly interest rate averages serve as rolling averages of the interest rates for the months within the quarter.

In this report the rolling average figures have been calculated per month or quarter based on the year to date.
APPENDIX 2

Detected crimes

(From the Home Office Statistical Bulletin ‘Crime in England and Wales 2003/04’)

Broadly speaking, detected crimes are those that have been ‘cleared up’ by the police. It is the police who record detected crimes, in accordance with strict counting rules issued by the Home Office. Not every case where the police know, or think they know, who committed a crime can be counted as a detection. Some crimes are not counted as detected even though the offender is apprehended for another offence; and some crimes are counted as detected when the victim might view the case as far from solved.

For any crime to be counted as detected, the following conditions must apply:

1. a notifiable offence has been committed and recorded;

2. a suspect has been identified (and interviewed, or at least informed that the crime has

3. been ‘cleared up’);

4. there is sufficient evidence to charge the suspect;

5. the victim has been informed that the offence has been ‘cleared up’.

The police may use one of several methods to count a crime as detected. It may be by: 

A Charging or issuing a summons to an offender.

B Issuing a caution, reprimand, or final warning to the offender.

C Having the offence accepted for consideration in court.

D Counting an offence as ‘cleared up’ but taking no further action because of any of the

following reasons:

· offender, victim or essential witness is dead or too ill;

· victim refuses or is unable to give evidence;

· offender is under the age of criminal responsibility;

· police or CPS decides that no useful purpose would be served by proceeding;

· time limit of six months for commencing prosecution has been exceeded.

E A penalty notice has been issued.

Some detections require more ‘police work’ than others. A murder obviously will do so more than a shoplifting, where the police may have limited involvement. Some detections will result from a prolonged policing operation (perhaps involving many officers), although they are counted the same as a detection for going equipped to steal resulting from a stop and search. Only some detections involve a judicial sanction. Some forces are now concentrating on ‘sanction’ detections (A to C and E above) or at least monitoring performance on the basis of those, separately from ‘other’ (D above), which are also called either ‘no further action’ or ‘administrative’ detections.

In part, detection rates are affected by ‘housekeeping’ procedures: some crimes could easily be detected, but are not. As an example, matches of forensic samples against databases are sometimes not followed up by investigators; or a person named as a suspect for crime A, is dealt with for a separate crime B, without being linked back to crime A.

APPENDIX 3

BCS Comparator Crimes (‘British Crime Survey Comparator Crime’)
The Home Office introduced this crime category in 2005/06 as a direct consequence of its intention to measure crime ‘performance’ by means of the British Crime Survey.  The Survey reports quarterly, but the Home Office wished to monitor results at more frequent intervals.  Police recorded crime statistics are reported at the end of each month and therefore provide the means by which such monitoring can be carried out.

However ‘All Crime’ as defined by the British Crime Survey does not match ‘All Crime’ as defined in the police recorded crime statistics.  The Home Office has therefore selected from the police statistics the crime categories that, when combined, most closely match the British Crime Survey definition of ‘All Crime’.  The result is the ‘BCS Comparator Crime’ category.  Details of the individual categories included are given below.

Violent Crimes

	Classification
	Description

	Wounding

	005
	Wounding and Other Acts Endangering Life

	008A
	Other Wounding

	008D
	Racially or Religiously Aggravated Other Wounding

	Common Assault

	104
	Assault Police

	105A
	Common Assault

	105B
	Racially or Religiously Aggravated Common Assault

	Robbery

	034B
	Robbery of Personal Property


Theft and associated offences

	Classification
	Description

	Burglary Dwelling

	028
	Burglary Dwelling

	029
	Aggravated Burglary Dwelling

	Theft of a Vehicle

	0372
	Aggravated Vehicle Taking

	048
	Theft or Unauthorised Taking of a Vehicle

	Theft from a Vehicle

	045
	Theft from a Vehicle

	Theft of a Pedal Cycle

	44
	Theft of Pedal Cycles

	Vehicle Interference or tampering

	126
	Vehicle Interference

	Theft from Person

	39
	Theft from the Person


Criminal damage and associated offences

	Classification
	Description

	Criminal Damage

	056
	Arson

	058A
	Criminal Damage to Dwellings

	058B
	Criminal Damage to Other Buildings

	058C
	Criminal Damage to Vehicles

	058D
	Other Criminal Damage

	058E
	Racially or Religiously Aggravated Criminal Damage to Dwellings

	058F
	Racially or Religiously Aggravated Criminal Damage to Other Buildings

	058G
	Racially or Religiously Aggravated Criminal Damage to Vehicles

	058H
	Other Racially or Religiously Aggravated Criminal Damage


APPENDIX 4

Definition of Offences (obtained from the British Crime Survey 2004/05)

Aggravated (Racially/ Religiously) –Citizen’s Advice Bureau definition

An offence is racially or religiously aggravated if, at the time it is committed, the offender is insulting about the victim's membership (or presumed membership) of a racial or religious group, or the offence is motivated by hostility towards members of a particular racial or religious group.
Racially motivated attacks and religiously motivated attacks are attacks which are carried out because of someone's racial or ethnic origin, or their religion or lack of religion. They include the following:-

· a physical attack on a person or family by another person or group of people 

· an attack on a person's or family's home or property, for example, breaking a window, throwing an object through a letter box or setting a car alight 

· verbal abuse or threats 

· written abuse, for example, a letter, pamphlet, email or telephone text message 

· an abusive slogan painted on a wall or building

Burglary Dwelling

An offence of burglary is recorded by the police if a person enters any building as a trespasser and with intent to commit an offence of theft, rape, grievous bodily harm or unlawful damage.  Burglary does not necessarily involve forced entry nor does it cover theft by a person who is entitled to be in the dwelling at the time of the offence.  The dwelling is a house, flat or any connected outhouse or garage.

Common Assault

In the BCS a common assault is one where the victim was punched, kicked, pushed or jostled but the incident did not result in an injury, or the injury was negligible.

Criminal Damage

Criminal Damage result from any person who without lawful excuse destroys or damages any property belonging to another, intent to destroy or damage any such property or being reckless as to whether any such property would be destroyed or damaged

Robbery

An incident or offence In which force or the threat of force is used either during or immediately prior to a theft or attempted theft.

Theft from a vehicle

Theft from a vehicle (i.e. theft of parts, accessories or contents) includes attempts if there is evidence of intent to commit theft from a vehicle.  If such evidence does not exist then an offence of vehicle interference is recorded.

Theft from the Person

Theft from the Person can be defined as theft (including attempts) of a purse, wallet, cash etc direction from the person of the victim but without physical force or the threat of it.

Vehicle Interference or Tampering

This includes offences where there is evidence of intent to commit either theft of or from a vehicle or taking without consent (TWOC), but there is either a) no evidence of intent to commit one of these three offences specifically or b) there is evidence of intent to commit TWOC.
Wounding

There are two types of wounding classifications. The more serious are those offences committed with the intention to do grievous bodily harm and are classified as ‘wounding or other act endangering life’.  Those of assault occasioning actual bodily harm are classified in the ‘other wounding’ category. The BCS definition is similar: wounding is a category of comparable violence that includes serious ‘wounding’ involving intentionally inflicted severe injuries and ‘other wounding’ involving less serious injury or severe injuries inflicted unintentionally.

Brought to Justice

A recorded offence (i.e. those notified to the Home Office) convicted or TIC’d (taken into consideration) at court or cautioned by the Police.

APPENDIX 5

‘Of interest’ offences include:


	CRIME
	OF INTEREST' CATEGORISATION

	Cruelty to or neglect  of children
	CHILDREN

	Harassment 
	HARASSMENT

	Racially-aggravated  harassment
	HARASSMENT

	Kidnapping 
	KIDNAPPING

	Murder 
	MURDER  

	Attempted murder 
	MURDER RELATED

	Threat or conspiracy to murder 
	MURDER RELATED

	Causing sexual activity  without consent
	SEXUAL

	Familial sexual offences 
	SEXUAL

	Other miscellaneous  sexual offences
	SEXUAL

	Rape of a female aged 16  and over
	SEXUAL

	Rape of a female child  under 13
	SEXUAL

	Rape of a female child  under 16
	SEXUAL

	Rape of a male 
	SEXUAL

	Sexual assault on a female  aged 13 and over
	SEXUAL


APPENDIX 6

Mid year population estimates:

	DISTRICT
	Population

Mid 2004
	Population

Mid 2005
	Population

Mid 2006

	EAST DEVON
	128772
	129799
	131100

	EXETER
	115193
	117601
	119600

	MID DEVON
	72396
	73030
	74500

	NORTH DEVON
	89852
	90162
	91500

	SOUTH HAMS
	82427
	82754
	83200

	TEIGNBRIDGE
	123894
	124512
	125500

	TORRIDGE
	61949
	62518
	64200

	WEST DEVON
	50241
	50602
	51200

	DCC
	724724
	730978
	740800


-------------------------------

































































































In this detailed report Mid Devon district is analysed as follows:





POLICE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE STATISTICS





SUMMARY OF FINDINGS





DETAILED FINDINGS





Police Data


Total DV incidents & target incidents to date (LPSA2 8.1)


DV incidents where children are present


Victim – Gender (*repeat unavailable)


Brought to justice figures (LPSA2 8.2)


Types of offences


Other measures





Other data


Homelessness data





Where possible data are looked at:





quarterly


monthly


cumulative


rolling average – these start in 2005/06 Q1 due to this being the first year of non-adjusted data





In addition: 


an appendix is supplied
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